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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TO THE 


NB A 80 


HE extraordinary Growth of 
Popery in this Kingdom, part- 
ly through the Induſtry of 

Romiſh Prieſts (who ſwarm in all 
Places, and more particularly, in the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and 
Parts adjacent) and partly through the 
Influence of the great Families of that 
Religion in their ſeveral Neighbour- 
hoods both in Town and Country, be- 
ing now too well known to be denied ; 
it is at this Time more eſpecially in- 
cumbent upon the Clergy, by Preach- 
ing, by Writing, by Converſation, to 
arm the People, eſpecially the Com- 
mon People, who are now molt aſſault- 
ed, and in greateſt Danger, againſt any 
Attempts that ſhall be made upon 
them. For this End, The Proteſtant 
A 2 Eng!: ſemen, 
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Engliſhmen guarded, &c. was publiſhed, 
about two Years ago. And as divers 
of the Clergy, both of England and 
Ireland have beſought the Author to re- 
view and draw up the main Subſtance 
of that Book in a ſmall Tract, which 
may be diſperſed upon eaſy Terms, 
and fo, in greater Numbers, among 
the lower People, he has readily com- 
plied with their Requeſt; and he hopes 
that as he has reduced the Bulk to the 
ſize oftheir Pockets, he has alſo brought 
down the Reaſoning, as well as the 
Language of it, to their Apprehen- 
ſions. All he has further to obſerve is, 
that he has made, all along, proper 
References to thoſe Pages of the largor 
Work, where each Subject is more 
copiouſly handled, that the more in- 
quiſitive, or thoſe who ſhall Want to 
be further ſatisfied about the Truth of 
any thing here advanced, may ſee it 
there, more clearly illuſtrated, and 
more firmly eſtabliſhed. 
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Proteſtants, as ſoon as any At- 

tempt is made upon them by Popiſh Prieſts, 
or others, to ſeduce them to reger would be 
ſo wile and juſt to themſelves, as to repair, forth- 
with, to their Pariſh-Miniſters, or to ſuch others, 
if there be any ſuch, as they may think more 
able to aſſiſt them. Had this generally been done, 
the Papiſis would not have made ſo many Con- 
verts from among us, as report goes, and there 
is too much Reaſon to believe, they have. And 
indeed they would be more ſhy of attempting it. 
But as applying for Paſtoral Advice is now, alas, 
in this, as in all other Caſes, too much neglected, 
I have drawn up the following Sheets, in FS 
that if any one will ſeriouſly peruſe them, 5 
may ſupply, in ſome meaſure, the Want of it 


1 T is to be wiſhed, that unlearned P. $7. 
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Prejudices of Papiſts ggainſt the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Church of England, 
removed. 


P. ;—-14. FF HE Diviſions of Proteſlants are 

one of the chief Prejudices in the 
Minds of Papiſis, againſt the Proteſiant Religion, 
and they ſeldom fail, I dare ſay, to put thoſe 
whom they have a Deſign upon, in Mind of them. 
Is it likely (ſay they) that where fo little Peace 
and Unity are found, there ſhould be any Truth? 
But this is no Argument, as the following Con- 
fiderations will plainly ſhew. 

Firſt, That there were great Schiſms, Divi- 
ſions, and Herefies, in the primitive Church, and 
in the very Life-times of the Apoſtles, as plainly 
appears from the Paſſages here following, 
and many others, Matt. xxiv. 11, Eph. iv. 14. 
1 73%. ti. J. 1 J ii, 18, 19. 1 Tim. 
Iv. 1, E, 3. 2 Tim. 1. 15. 2 Tim. ii. 18. and 
the whole Epiſtle of St. Jude. And if you turn 
op Kon, Avi. 17. you will find there were great 

1v130ns in the Church of Rome. And if it was 
ro jutt matter of Reproach to the primitive 
Apottolical Churches, that they were torn with 
Herehes and Schiſms, it can be no Diſhonour to 
the Proteftant Churches, and much leſs a good 
NKeaſon to forſake them, that are divided, in like 


Manner, 
Secandly , 


againſt Pop ERV, Oc. 7 


Secondly, Let it be conſidered, that, if Arguing 
againſt any Church from the Schiſms and Sepa- 
rations that are made from it be a good Way of 
Arguing, it will bear harder upon the Church 
of Rome, than the Preteflant Churches, inaſmuch 
as there have been more Schiſms both ia and 
From that Church, than there are ia, or from theſe, 
or any one one of them; we of the Church of 
England, with all the Sects that ſtand divided 
from us, and with all the Proteſlants Abroad, hav- 
ing departed from it. Nay, it will bear as hard 
upon our Common Chriftianity itſelf; and the 
Fews may as well ſay, © There would not be ſo 
many Divifions among Cri/iars, if the Chriſtian 
Religion was true and good,“ as the Papiſfs can 
ſay, If the Proteſtaut Religion was true and 
good, there would not be ſo many Diviſions, as 
we ſee there are, amongſt Proteſtants. | 

Sometimes they tell us, our Diviſions are the 
juſt Judgment of God upon us, for having de- 
parted from their Church. But this is an impu- 
dent Pretence. For it is well known, they them- 
ſelves were the chief Cauſes of the Diviſions 
amongſt us, and, in all likelihood, we ſhould 
have had none, or very few, if they had not 
ſown the Seeds of them amongft us. After this, 
to upbraid us with them, and to call them the 
Judgments of God upon us, is juſt as if a Man 
ſhould creep privily into his Neighbour's Houſe, 
and ſet it on Fire, and then come to him, and 
— tell him, he was afaid he did not come 
l oneſtly by this Houſe, and that God, therefore, 
in his juſt Judgment, had ſent Fire from Heav'n 


to conſume it. bes 
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Theſe Confiderations plainly ſhew, that a Pro- 
ze/iant muſt be very weak, if he ever entertains 
any Thought of forſaking the Proteſſunt Profeſſion, 
upon Account of our Diviſions. Yet fince the 
Caſe is ſo, that the Papiſis will be continually 
twitting and reproaching us with them, it 1s to 
de hoped we ſhall grow wiſer than we have yet 
been, and no longer ſuffer ourſelves, by the Arts 
of Papifts, or by any other, to be drawn into 
Schiſms and Separations, but be, all, gathered 
together in the Communion of that Church, 
which by God's good Providence 1s eſtabliſhed 


among us. 
p. 4-20. , The Crimes, real or pretended, of 
14 2 ſome eminent Reformersare, it ſeems, 
another mighty Prejudice againſt the Proteflant 
Religion. Calvin is beſpattered; but very un- 
juitiy. For if he had his Faults (and who is 
without them ?) yet no Crimes, with any Colour 
of Truth, can be objected to him. Luther alſo 
has ſome Things charged upon him, which Papi/?s 
eſteem grievous Crimes, but, if truly repreſented, 
will appear to be none at all. But they dwell 
moſt upon the Crimes of our King Henry VIII. 
And ſhould you ever be told of theſe, you may 
reply, that that Prince was no Proteſfant, but in 
all Points, faving one, a rigid Papift to the Day 
of his Death. He threw off, indeed, the Sapre- 
macy of the Pope; but in this he did little more 
than ſome of his Anceftors, and other Roman 
Catbelict States and Princes, had done before him; 
upon Occaſion. And if he did throw it off, and 
was an ill Man, he was not a worſe Man than the 


Emperor P>ecas, who lielp'd Boniface III. to 3 
4 0 0 


_ againſt PoPER V. 9 
To ſay nothing of a great many Paßes themſelves, 
who, by the. Confeſſion of their on Writers; 
have been Simonifts, Sodbmites, Muribererꝶ Magi 
cians, and lived in all forts of Wiekedneſ "Thus, 
one would think, might Satisfy any one, © but 
eſpecially a Papiſi, that there is no judging of the 
Truth or Goodneſs of any Way of Religion, by 
the Characters of thoſe who have eminently 
headed, or ſupported it. aa DAGUE 0 
The plain Truth is; as a good Man, by the 
2 of the Devil, may be ſometimes drawn 
in to eſpouſe a Method of Religion that is falſe 
and erroneous, ſo, by the ſpecial DireQion of 
God's Providence, an ill Man may be ſometimes 
ſtirred up to be the chief Support and Defendet 
of one that is true and good. And when this' is 
the Caſe we onght to rejoice and be thankful, 
adoring the unfearchable Wiſdom of ' God; in 
bringing Good out of Evil, and making even 
the Sins and Corraptions of Men work togethet 
for his Glor 7. 76.45 E291 1-219 09 
A third Prejudice againſt the Pro- p 7 
teflant Rel gion, is, the ſuppoſed I-. 35. 
regularities and Defe&s in the Ordinations of 
Proteſtaut Miniſters. © Now, as my preſent Buſi- 
neſs is only with Proteflant Englil men, to guard 
them agaiuſt the Arts and Arguments of Pepi Emiſe 
 faries, I ſhall not concern myſelf with the Ordi- 
nations of Proteſſant Miniflers Abroad, but think 
it ſufficient to ſhew, that thoſe of he Church of 
E gland, to which all Engli/men are ſuhject, and 
ought to ſubmit themſelves, are good and valid. 
A Romaniſt cannot well deny this, foraſmuch 
as our Ordinations are regularly derived. from 
0 03 IS EQN LAM YC wilt 1 the 
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the Church of Rome, and our firſt Proleſtant 
Biſhops. were conſecrated by Popiſb ones, accord- 
ing to the Forms of the Roman Pontificial. For 
as to the Story of Archbiſhop Parker's Conſecra- 
tion in a Tavern, it is not half ſo credible as that 
of Pope Jean. The Regiſtry of Canterbury ex- 
amined by ſeveral Popith Prieſts, who all declared 
they found no Marks of Forgery upon it, plainly 
ſhews, he was conſecrated by thoſe who had been 
themſelves duly conſecrated in Lambeth Chapel. 
And the Tale of his being conſecrated in a Ta- 
vern, was not publiſhed till forty Years after the 
thing was pretended to have been done. They 
were, no doubt, in hopes that al} who were pre- 
ſent at the Lambeth Conſecration, and could con- 
fute their Fable, were, by that Time in their 
Graves, tho' by good Providence the old Earl of 
Nottingham, who was preſent at the Archbiſhop's | 
Conſecration there, was yet living, and teſtified | by 
to the Truth of it. “. 1 
As to that Pretence of the Conſecration of our 
Biſhops being null and void, by Reaſon of their 
having fallen into Hereſy and Schiſm, it deſerves 
no Regard. For the Pretefant Religion, as pro- 
feſſed in the Church of England is neither Hereſy n 
nor Schiſm; and if it were, it would not make 
void the Ordinations performed in it. Such 
Oxdinations were always eſteemed good in the 
dee Biſhap Brambalf': Works, Folio, particularly the 
Treatiſe intituled, The Conſecratien and Succ:ffion of Prott- 
fam Biſhops jeftified : Biſhop Burnett Vindication of the Ord- 
rrations of the Church of England : Courayer's Validity of the 
Fngiiſb Ordinetiors ; and his Defence: Brown's Story of the 
Sag Head Urdinatios examuned, & c. & c. 3 
f primitive 


againſt Portny, Ge. tn 

primitive Church, and, which is yet more with 

reſpect to che Papiſis, are eſteemed ſo now, in 
their own * 

There is one thing more they ſay, that our 
Orders are void, and our Prieſts no Prieſts, be- 
cauſe the Power to offer Sacrifice for the Living 
and the Dead was not expreſsly given them at 
their Ordinations. But this is no Part of the 
Office of the Prieſthood. And if it were, there 
ts no need it ſhould be particularly mentioned; 
but when any Perfon ſhall be re ularly admitted 
to the Office of Prieſthood, that Power, and 
every other Power belonging to the Prieſthood 
will be conveyed to him; elſe, "thoſe of the 
Church of Rome are no Prieſts, there being ſomg 
Powers belonging to the Prieſthood, were not 
given them, 1n 5 many Words, at their * 
nations. 
is a wonderful thing, that thoſe who are 0 
apt to raiſe Scruples," where there need be nonc 
concerning our Ordinations, have no Seruplesiiak 
all about their own, for which there is — 
more Reaſon. For if, as their Church tea 
the Validity of Orders depends upon che ſertet 
Intention of the Miniſter, 'tis impoſſible — 
ſhould be ſure that their Prieſts and Biſh 
really ſuch, becauſe they cannot be ſure that — 
Ordainers intended to mike them ſuch; whatever 
ſhew they might make of doing it. So that the 
Pope himſelf, the Head of rhei Church, may be, 

for any thing they know to the contrary, as wert 
+ See Bramball's juft Pinditetion of : the Chirch of * 9 


lard, &c. And Vick s vdicati on of the CV -. 
lard; aga:rft the Charge of Here and Schilm, 
* 6 
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a Layman, as the King of Great Britain, the 
Head or Supreme Governour of ours. | 
But before I diſmiſs this SubjeR, it 1s fit Pro- 
teftants ſhould be told, that many of the learned 
in the Church of Rome not only allow, but zea- 
louſly maintain, our Ordinations to be good and 
valid. And they are chiefly the hot, or politick, 
Heads in that Church, who think, or pretend to 
think, otherwiſe, of them. And they do it only 
with a View to unſettle the Minds of our Peo- 
ple, in order to bring them over to their Church, 
and to keep their People from revolting to ours, 
as they foreſee many of then would do, if they 
were once ſatisſied as to that Point. 
N 3 .  Fourthly, It is pretended, that the 
| Proteſtant Churches diſcountenance 
Chaſtity, . Celibacy, indeed, or, at leaſt, Vows 
of perpetual Celibacy, or ſingle Life, they do 
diſcountenance:; But Celibacy is one thing, and 
Chaſtity another. A Vow of. perpetual fangle 
Life is certainly unlawful, becauſe one is nat 8 
he ſhall be able to keep it, with Purity and Peace; 
tho” to his Vow he ſhall add Prayer. For 
vidg rejected the Remedy of Marriage, which 
God has ordained for him,” he may juſtly fear 
God is offended, and, in his juſt Diſpleaſure, 
will deny him the Gift he aſks for. And that 
it s not generally vouchſafed to thoſe who have 
taken this Vow upon them, is too plain, from 
the Diſorders prevailing amongſt their Prieſts, 
Monks, and Nuns, and from the impure Lives J 
of too many of their great Churchmen, even of 
their. Popes. 


Near 1 


— 


againſt PoyEtry, Sc. 13 
Near a-kin with the former tex 
have another Objection, that the Pro- P. 49—45+ 
teſtant Religion diſcountenances Faſt- | 
ing, and other Mortifications of the Fleſh. It 
does, indeed, make little Account of that fort of 
Faſting which conſiſts only in Abſtaining from 
Fleſh, and what comes from it, while we indulge 
in Fiſh (which the Phyſicians tell us is a greater 
Incentive) and the greateſt Delicacies of all othes 
ſorts, and drink Wine to Exceſs, which, it ſeems, 
in the Account of that Church, does not break 
the Faſt, tho' it plainly defeats all the religious 
Ends for which Faſting was appointed. 
Proteſtant Faſting is refraining, for a Seaſon, 
from all Food, or uſing a ſpare and coarſe Diet, 
if the Faſt propoſed is of a . beyond what 
Nature can eaſily bear; which, ſure, is a better 
Way of Faſting, than the Popiſh one. And if 
Faſting is not ſo well practiſed as it is taught 
among us, we are to thank the Ramaniſts for that, 
the fooliſh Superſtitions with which it is practiſed 
in their Church, having made many of onr Peo- 
ple think it a vain and inſignificant Thing. And 
yet, I am ſatisfied that the nonſenſical thing 
which they call Faſting, (confidering how many 
Ways they have to avoid it, and how many 
Sorts of People the Church. excuſes from it) is 
not half ſo much practiſed there, as they would 
have us think it is. wor 
As to wearing Garments uneaſy. to the Fleſh, 
long Watchings, and Whipping of themſelves, I 
am very ſenſible that ignorant People are apt to 
admire ſuch Religions as preſcribe them. But it 
1s without Reaſon, How can it be thought that 


the 


14 A New Preſervative 

the merciful God has any Pleaſure in our laſhing 
our Bodies fo cruelly as ſome in that Church do 3 
Or how can it be deemed a Mark of a good Re- 
ligion ? A Religion which encourages the ex- 
erciſing over our Bodies ſuch a Tyranny as de- 
ſtroys the Health, makes us unfit for the Service 
of God, and many other Duties, can hardly be 
thought to come from Him, and is ſo far from 

being amiable, that it is rather to be deteſted. 
It is further pretended, that the 
P. 45-48. Proteſtant Religion makes needleſs, 
| and ſo diſcourages, Prayer, Alms, and 
other good Works, fi, by teaching that they 
are not meritorious, and, ſecondly, that we are 
juſtified by Faith only. We do indeed hold that 
our good Works, being performed only through 


that Grace which God gives us, and yet ſo im 


erfect, and bearing no Proportion with that 
eternal Weight of Glory, which God has'ptepared 
for thoſe who diligently perform them, do” not 
merit, that is, deſerve it, in fri? Juſtice; and "ths 
a proud Error to think otherwiſe. Vet we con- 
ſtantly maintain and preſs them; as indi/pen/able 
Conditions, without which we cannot enter into 
the Kingdom of Heaven; which, furely, is not 
to diſcourage them, and much leſs to render 
them needleſs and infignificant. As to the Doc- 
trine of Juſtification by Faith we do indeed ſay, 
that Faith alone Tuftifies ; but we never ſay, that 
the Faith æubich is alone, that is, deſtitute of good 
Works, juſtifies any before God, but conſtantly 
hold, it is not juſtifying Faith if it does not pro- 
duce them. 


Further, they ſay, we have a of 
rec- 


8 
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againſt Pop ERV, Ce. 13 
Free-Thinkers, and Libertines, among us. Too 
many, I confeſs ; but other Churches, Popiſb as 
well as Prote/lant, hive as many; eſpecially, 
where they are by Law eſtabliſhed, The Ge- 
nerality of Men, who have no Religion, will 
commonly herd with thoſe of the national Reli- 

ion, as bein uppermoſt, followed by the Ma- 
jority of the People, and moſt faſhionable. They 
will affect to appear to be of that Religion when 
they think it worth while to appear to be of any. 
And, accordingly, we ſhall find as many Deiſts 
and Debauchees among the Papiſis in France, 
nay, in proportion, among thoſe of the City and 
Dioceſe of Rome, as there are among the Pro- 
teſlants of our Church and Nation. This, how- 
ever, is plain, that no Religion is the worſe for 
ſuch Men's being of it, unleſs it can be ſhewn, 
that there is ſomething in-.that Religion that 
made, or has a natural 'Tendeney to mike, therty 
ſuch. Now this cannot be ſaid concerning the 
Proteſtant Religion and Church of England, but 
may, with great Truth, of the Church of Rome. 
I ſhall not here ſtay (becauſe I ſtudy Brevity) to 
ſhew you, at large, which way Popery begets In- 
fidelity, But that it does beget it, the Hiſtory of 
Atheiſm will plainly ſhew. a 
According to the Account which Archbiſhop 
T:Uletſon gives of this Matter, Sermon on Prov. 
xiv. 34. what we had of Atheiſm and Infidelity, 
at the beginning, was of Foreign and Popiſh 
Growth. And if it has thriven among us, of 
late Years, ſo prodigiouſly as the common Cry of 
Papifts is, I am ſatisfied, that is owing, in a good 
Meaſure, to the ungodly Endeavours of their Mil- 


fonarięs. 
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ſionaries. This, however, is certain, they are 
pleaſed with the Growth of it, as well knowing, 
that, as it is commonly called, fo it is in Reality, 
the Back Door to Popery, leading Men naturally 
and eaſily into it, tho' by a Way that is ſecret 
and unſuſpeted. For when Men have no Reli- 
gion, or no Chriſtianity, they are in an extraordi- 
nary Diſpoſition to receive ſuch a Form of Chrif 
tiarity as that of the Church of Rome. 


_—_— —_— 


HT IE 


CHAP. II. 


The Prejudices of Papiſts, in Favor of 
the Church of Rome, and Roman Ca- 
tholict Religion, removed. 


IN the foregoing Chapter it was 
8 ſhewn, that che divided State of 
Proteſtants was no reaſonable Motive to forſake 
the Proteſtant Churches. And now we will ſee, 
if the Unity that is pretended to be in the Roman 
Church can be efteemed a rational Inducement 
to go over to that Church. Oy 

It is very certain, that bare Unity, without 
Regard to the things we are united in, is no 
Proof of the Trueneſs or Goodneſs of any Re- 
ligion; becauſe that may proceed from the Igno- 
rance of thoſe who perfeſs it, or from Force and 
Compulſion; which is really the Caſe of the 
Church of Rome. For there, the Holy Scriptures, 
and all the other Means of coming to the | 
ledge of the Truth, are carefully I. 


ept from the 
People, 


againſt Pop ERY, Sc. 17 


People, and if any of them do happen, by any 
Means, to come to the Knowledge of it, if they 
diſcover the Corruptions of the Church, and 
would forſake it, they dare not do it for Fear of 
the Inquiſition, or (where there is no Inquiſition) 
of other temporal Loſſes, Hardſhips, and Op- 
preſſions, which they would be ſure to undergo, 
upon that Account. And we accordingly find, 
that ſuch Societies, or Bodies of Men, as are 
carrying on the moſt wicked Deſigns, are often 
better united, than thoſe who are engaged in 
Deſigns the moſt laudable and praiſe-worthy ; as 
you ſhall often fee an Army of Rebels better 
united among themſelves, and with their Head, 
than an Army of loyal Subjects, who are afſem- 
bled to oppoſe them. But were mere Unity a 
juſt Recommendation of any Religion, the Ro- 
miſh Religion would have but little Share in it. 
For Romiſh Unity is nothing like what they 
would have it thought to be. In Times paſt, 
there have been in the Church of Rome as many 
Schiſms, as in any Church whatever. 'Two 
Popes, and ſometimes Three at a Time, ſome 
Parts of the Church fiding with one, and ſome 
with the other. And if there are no ſuch Schiſms 
in that Church at this Time, nor have been for 
ſome Time paſt, there are Diſputes and Squab- 
bles enough in it, about Doctrines and Opini- 
ons, and more than there are in the Proteſiant 
Churches. How are they divided about the 
Subject of InFaLLIBILITY, (tho? they eſteem it 
one of the greateſt Points of Chriſtian Religion) 


whether it be in the Pope perſonally, or a Ge- 


neral Council, with, or without him, 25 the 
Church 


„ . 
* 
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Church diffuſive. What warm, Diſputes about 


Pred:ftination, Free-will, and efficacious Grace, the 
rmmaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary, and the 
Power of the Pope to dethrone Kings ; one hold- 
ing it for (what to be ſure, it is) damnable Doc- 
trine and P:fition, while another deems it an Ar- 
ticle of Faith. How different the Scozz?s from 
the Thomiſts, the Franciſcans from the Dominicans, 
and, indeed, almoſt all their Religious Orders, 
from one another, not only in the Rules of Prac- 
tice they are to walk by, but in the Principles 
and Opinions they are obliged ſeverally to pro- 
feſs. A Roman differs as much from a true 
French Papiſt, as we of the Church of Exgland, 
or treland, do, from the Preſbyterians: A Domi- 


nican and a Franciſcan differ as much as a Prey. 


terian, and an Independent : A Feſuit no leſs from 
a 7an/emſt, or Duictifl, than a Quaker, from ane 


of us. The jecu/ar Prieſts, in general, are prin- 


cipled as differently from the Regulars, and com- 
monly as much at Daggers with them, as any of 
the Sects or Denominations among Proteflants 
with one another. And if they ſeem, more than 
we, to be of one Religion, or Way of Religion, it 
is only becauſe they all ſubmit to one Head. But 
that does not make them ſo; and the Pope is as 
much the Head of divers Religions, as the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury here, or the Archbiſhop of 
Armagh in Ireland would be, if the ſeveral De- 
nominations of Proteflents, in each Kingdom, 
were to agree to acknowledge, and ſubmit them- 
ſelves to their Authority reſpectively, and let 
them have the general Care and Overſight of their 


Churches, tho* no Alteration was to be made 
either 
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either in their Faith, or Diſcipline, or Worſhip, 
but they were all preſerved and upheld in the 
State wherein they now are. | * 
Further; it is pretended that the 
Church of Rome is the Mother Church, P. 5360. 
and that Chriſtianity has been every . 
where planted by Miſſionaries ſent from thence. 
But this 1s not true; for the Word of God came 
out from Jeru/alem, and the Church there was as 
much the Mother of us all, as Eve was the Mother 
of all Living, And ſo it is called in ſome of the 
ancient Councils. Concil. Conſlant. I. Ep. ad Dam. 
Neither is it true that Chriſſianity has been every 
where planted by Miſſionaries ſent from thence. 
For, to ſay nothing of thoſe noble Plantations of 
Chriſtianity made by the Apoſtles in divers Parts 
of the World; in the later Ages, many Nations 
were converted by the Greek Church. And 
if ſome were by thoſe of the Church of Rome, 
they owe their Converſion, not ſo much to 
the Preaching of their Miffionaries, as to the 
Arms of Princes of that Communion, who carry- 
ing Fire and Sword among Infidels, would give 
them no Peace, unleſs they would embrace 
Chriſtianity, Nor will their Miflions in China, 
the Indies, and elſewhere, be much for the Credit 
of their Church, if 'tis conſidered, what ſort of 
Chriſtianity they preach there, that tis commonly 
mixt up with a good deal of the Superſtitions 
and Idolatries of the Country, (beſides their own) 
to make it go down the better; that the Means 
whereby it 15 propagated are uſually Craft and 
Fraud, or elſe, Force and Terror, and that the 
main Views, with which it is propagated, ars 
| the 
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the Enlargement, not ſo much of the Kingdom 
of Chriſt, as the Pope's Empire, and the Increaſe 
of his Revenue. For which Reaſon, you ſee 
their Miſſionaries commonly repairing to the 
warmer and richer Southern Climates, where 
Converſions are like to turn to the beſt Account, 
And now that we are ſpeaking of their convert- 
ing Infidels, it ſhould not be forgotten, that 


while they convert ſome, they do, by their ſenſe- 


leſs Doctrines, and their idolatrous Practices, 
alienate more from Chriſtianity, and keep them 
from embracing it. 5 
Again, they will tell you, the 
nn ©. Re is the 47 Religion. : But if, 
by that, they mean nothing more, as they ſeem 
not to do, than that it was exerciſed in our 
Country, before the Proteſtant was, it js, — 4 
poling it were true, nothing to the Purpoſe. 
But it is not true; the old Britons, for almoſt 
Six hundred Years before Auſtiu's coming, being 
not of the Roman, but of the Proteſtant Religion, 
knowing little of the Pope, and ſtill leſs of any 
Obedience they owed him, and being utter 
Strangers to thoſe Doctrines which are now in 
Diſpute between us and the Romani/f?s. The only 
Antiquity that does Credit to any Religion is the 
Conformity of its Doctrines and Practices to 
Scripture, and Scripture-times, and thoſe im- 
mediately ſucceeding, which Popery has no Pre- 
tence to. For from the Hiſtories of its Doctrines 
and Practices, which have been written by learned 
Proteſiants, it appears, that ſome of them were 
not heard of in the Church, till Five, Six, or Se- 
ven Hundred Years, after C/»iff, ſome, = — 
* 
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ſeveral Hundred Vears ſtill later, and others, not 
generally received, or made Articles of Faith, till 
the Council of Trent, about Two Hundred Years 
ago. Let any one now judge, if Popery can becall- 
ed the 0/4 Religion, with any Propriety and Truth. 
They will further tell you, they 
have better Helps to Devotion, and P. 67—90. 
that there is more of it in their 
Churches, than in thoſe of Proze//ants. Here, they 
always put you in Mind of the Monaſteries. If 
the Devotions of thoſe Places were right, they 
would be the beſt things belonging to them, 
But they are full of Superſtition and Idolatry, 
beſides that, in moſt of them, the Buſineſs of De- 
votion is ſo overſtrained, as to become a Bur- 
then which very few are able to bear. And 
as to the Advantage of Retirement, what is it in 
a Convent, where, perhaps, a hundred young 
Females live together, and after Prayer is over 
quarrel or intrigue, jeſt and droll, and talk as ialy, 
as the idleſt of thoſe who are moſt converſant in 
the World. 
The Number of their Feſtivals is alſo reckoned 

.among their Advantages for Devotion. They 

have, indeed, many; | we have as many as 
will conſiſt with the good of the State, and as 
many as are neceſſary to keep up a Spirit of De- 
votion in the People, and thoſe fo ordered as to 
anſwer that End infinitely better than thoſe in 
the Church of Rome. What Nonſenſe is it to ob- 
ſerve Feſtivals in Memory of ſome who never 
exiſted ; and to read to the People, inſtead of the 
Scriptures, wonderful Stories paſt all belief, ſuch 
as that of the Seven Shepers, of St. WVinefrede, and 


many 
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many others. What Folly to obſerve the Me- 
morials of thoſe who rather deſerved to be chro- 
nicled as Fools and Fanaticks, than canonized as 
Saints. And what Impiety to pray to them, or 
to God himſelf, that our Sins may be pardoned, 
and we may be received into Heaven, through 
their Merits, when they themſelves had never 
come thither, (if indeed they are there) but only 
through the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Their Pilgrimages are commonly performed 
without the leaſt Spirit of Devotion. Moſt of 
the lower ſort of People, who go on them, are 
lazy Drones, or wicked Villiains. And moſt of 
the better ſort go not ſo much for Devotion, as 


for Pleaſure, or to ſatisfy an idle Curioſity. 


There is as little Devotion in their ſolemn 
Proceſſions. In thoſe Countries, eſpecially, where 
there are no Proteſſants to make their Obſerva- 
tions, the Prieſts and Monks, in — out the 


Pageanty, give their Inventions a wonderful Scope, 
and commonly conduct it with ſuch Circumſtances, 


as raiſe Laughter or Horror, more than Devo- 
tion, and give Offence to all ſerious People. 
The Grandeur bf their Churches, with the 
Richneſs of their Furniture and Ornaments, are 
often placed before the Eyes of Proteſtants, as 
great Inſtances and Proofs of their Devotion, as 
well as Incitements to it. But as Works of this 
Nature are not always the Effects of ſincere Piety 
and Devotion, but (like Works of Charity) do 
ſometimes proceed from Vain-glory, at other 
times are done in Compliance with Mode and 
Faſhion, or affected as a Point of Magnificence, 


or a Matter of Emulation among Families or Pa- 
Kel riſhes 


r 
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riſhes, ſo they can be no ſure Tokens and Proofs 
of it, Neither will they be found any great Helps 
and Excitements to it. They may produce, in 
thoſe who are not accuſtomed to ſuch Scenes, Ad- 
miration and Delight ; but Delight and Admi- 
ration are one thing, and Devotion another. 

The Pomp and Ceremony with which they 

rform the divine Offices is another thing we 
are bid to obſerve, as a mighty Help to Devo- 
tion. But it is juſt the contrary. There is not 
much Excellence that I can perceive, in the Text 
of the Maſs; but it would be much better, and 
fitter to promote Devotion, without the Rubricks, 
without the Croſſings and Cringings, Incenſings, 
and Perfumings, Knockings of the Breaſt, affected 
Raiſings and Sinkings of the Voice, Stretching 
out and joining of the Hands, Kiſſings of the 
Altar, and that other Heap of ridiculous Cere- 
monies it is ſtifled with, which make it appear 
little better than a theatrical Shew, contrived for 
the Amuſement of the People. 

Yet, were it ever ſo excellently compoſed, and 
tho' an Angel from Heaven had the making of 
it, it would be unedifying to the Common People, 
as being ſaid in a Language which they do not 


underſtand, Nay, being ſaid in a dead Language, 


it muſt be ſo, in a good Meaſure, to the Learned, 
unleſs it be pronounced with great Deliberation 
and Diſtinction, which thoſe who have lived in 
Popiſh Countries tell me, it, generally, is not, but 
1 generally in ſo low a Voice, in ſuch 
oſt· haſte, and ſo indiſtinctly, that they have not 
been able to underſtand much more of what has 
been ſaid, than Dominus vobiſcum, et per omnia 
| — facula 
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ſeecula ſeculorum, and a few other Words, which, 
belike, it was thought proper to pronounce with 
a more diſtin& and-audible Voice, Nay, there 
are ſome, or ſome Parts of their Prayers in the 
Service of the Maſs, which neither learned or un- 
learned can underſtand, particularly the Words 
of Conſecration, Hoc e corpus meum, and Hee ef} 
calix ſanguinis, mei, &c. The Church having en- 
joined the Prieſt to mutter them to himſelf, ſo that 
no Body can tell, whether he ſays them, or not. 
This is a moſt abſurd and monſtrous Injunction, 
it being, to the People, of the utmoſt Conſe- 
quence, that they both hear and underſtand theſe 
Words. For the Bread and Wine being ſuppoſed 
to be turned, by thoſe Wonder-working Words, 
into the Body and Blood of Chr}, Frely the 
People ought to hear with their own Ears, and 
be thoroughly ſatisfied, that he des pronounce 
them. For ſhould he wickedly omit them, what a 
ſad Condition are they in ! The Bread and Wine 
are Bread and Wine ſtill; and yet they muſt wor- 
ſhip them ! They muſt fall down before the Hoſt, 
and Worſhip itas God yet, are not ſuffered to hear 
whether the Prieſt has made it God, or not. This 
is hard Uſage indeed. But I ſuppoſe it is thought 


* If the unlearned Reader, for whoſe Uſe chiefly this 
Treatiſe was written, ſhall think it odd, that I ſhould put 
down thoſe Latin Words, and ſome others preſently fol- 
lowing, without giving him the Meaning of them, let him 
know, I did it purpoſely to give him ſome Taſte of the 
mighty Benefit and Edification he is like to receive from 
2 Service, w hich, from the Beginning to the End, is in the 


lame Language. 


expedient 


againſt Pop ERx, Cc. 25 


expedient that the People ſhould be exerciſed and 
trained up to implicit Faith, in all things, 

One thing more I have yet to obſerve upon 
the Subject of Devotion. It is, in the Church 
of Rome, a current Doctrine, that it is not neceſ- 
ſary the People ſhould attend to the Words of 
Divine Offices, but if they only afford their 
bodily Preſence in the Places where they are 
ſaid, it is ſufficient : Such a Doctrine as this muſt 
ſtrangely cool the Devotion of the People. And 
we are told, accordingly, that, in Raman Catholick 
Churches Abroad, there is a preat deal of light 
and negligent Behaviour. And where there 1s 
the Appearance of Devotion, it is directed more 
to the Hoſt, to Crucifixes, and the Images of 
Saints, than to the Lord their Maker, 

But Roman Cathslick Charity is alſo 
alſo cried up, and urged in Bchalf of 
the Roman Catholic Religion. For that Religion 

ſay the Papiſts) muſt ſurely be good which pro- 

uces Plenty of ſuch good Fruits. 
nut this is a great Miſtake, For we read of 
Hereticks, and even Apoſtates (the Emperor Julian, 
for Example) who were very charitable, and did 
Acts of extraordinary Benificence, Yet I don't 
ſay this by Way of Conceſſion, that Roman Ca- 
tholick is greater than Proteſtant Charity. For by 
all the Obſervations I have been able to make, it 
is not greater. 

The Building and endowing of Monaſteries 
are reckoned extraordinary 3 of Popiſh 
Charity. But where is the Charity of providin 
for the younger Children of the Nobility — 
Gentry, that their Elder Brother may be left Rich 
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and Great, and they themſelves live in Luxury ? 
Or, where is the Charity of entertaining in your 
Houſes the begging Friars, molt of them filly and 
vicious Fellows, who go about the Country eat- 
ing the Bread of the Poor, trading in Indulgences 
and pretended Reliques, and abuſing the Credu- 
lity of the People ? The Building of Hoſpitals 
for the Reception of the Poor, and ſuch as are in 
Miſery of any Kind, we allow to he real Chari- 
ties. But are theſe peculiar to Popiſh Countries ? 
How many of theſe were erected, or applied to 
thoſe Uſes, in the two Firlt of our Proteſtant 
Reigns? And how many i and about Lond;n only 
have been raiſed, within theſe Twenty or Thirty 
Years ? To fay nothing of the Statute of 43d of 
Elizabeth, equivalent to all the Hoſpitals in any 
one Popiſh Country whatfoever ; and our Work- 
houſes, the beſt Hoſpitals in the World. 

As to Private and Occaſional Charities, I freely 
own, divers of the Popiſh Nobility and Gentry 
are ready to diſtribute, and do many charitable 
things. But 'tis plain, that too many of them 
do all this, not for God's ſake, but for other 
Purpoſes, to gain the Affections of the People, 
and bring them over to Popery. And when 
Alms are given only with theſe Views, they 
ſhould be called Bribes : They are not worthy 
to be called Charities. 

Their giving their Money ſo freely with theſe 
Views, is, I confeſs, a good Proof, if not of 
their Charity, yet of their Zeal to make Con- 
verts. But this cannot be eſteemed any great 
Recommendation of their Religion. For a Zeal 
to make Converts is common to all Religions, 
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pood and bad. The Phariſes, we know, were 
remarkable for it, compaſſing Sea and Land to 
make Converts, and yet were called by our 
Saviour Children of Hell. The Mahometans, I 
ſuppoſe, are as zealous to ſpread their Religion, 
as the Papiſlt are to ſpread theirs. And indeed, 
if you mark it, thoſe Parties and Sects who have 
forſaken the Truth are commonly found more 
induſtrious to make Converts, than thoſe who 
abide in it, | 
I now go on to conſider one or P. 102—r12r, 
two extraordinary Privileges which 
the Papiſts ſay are confered upon their Church. 
Their Church, they pretend, is infallible. But 
the Scriptures they quote to prove it are grievouſly 
miſapplied : ſome of the Promiſes or Declarations 
uſually alledged, concerning no other than the 
particular Perſons to whom they were made, or 
not coming up to the Senſe of Infallibility, or 
elſe, fonifying a quite different Matter, as I have 
ſhewn at large, in the Treatiſe which 1s here 
abridged. And as to their reaſoning for an in- 
fallible Guidance in the Church, it is very ſtrange. 
They firſt fancy it would be uſeful; and then 
conclude, without more ado, that there is ſuch a 
thing in the Church. This, as I ſaid, is a ſtrange 
Way of Arguing. They ſhould firſt prove that 
God has vouchſated an intallible Guidance to the 
Church; and then, they might juſtly conclude 
that ſuch an Appointment i be uſeful, But 
to argue the other Way, and to conclude, thar 
he has certainly done ſo, becauſe we miſerable, 
ſhort - ſighted Mortals think he ſhould, and =_ 
B 2 he 
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he would not have acted a wiſe Part, if he had 
not, this is intolerable Preſumption and Impiety. 
But were it ever ſo certain that there is an In- 
fallibility ſomewhere in the Church, and in the 
articular Church of Rome, what Uſe would it 
be of, if no Body can tell what Hands it is lodged 
in? Now this the Remariſis cannot tells us: 
They are not agreed about it, ſome ſaying, it is 
the Pope, ſome, a general Council, with or with- 
out him, ſome, the diffuſive Body of the Church. 
And till we can be certain, nay, infallibly cer- 
tain, who this infallible Guide is, it will ſignify 
no more to tell us, he is ſomewhere in their 
Church, than it will to a bewildered Traveller, 
to aſſure him, there is ſome Body, in yonder 
City, that can infallibly guide him to the Place 
whither he is going, if you can't tell who he is, 
whereabout he lives, and what is his Name, that 
he may look him our. | 
However, let us ſuppoſe a Popiſh Convert is 
perſuaded that one of theſe is the infallible 
Guide he wants. Let it be the Pope. Will he 
o to Rome, to have his Doubts anſwered, and 
his Mind eaſed ? Or, let it be a General Council, 
With, or without him. Alas, there is none ſit- 
ting, nor has been, or will be, 'tis likely, for 
many Years, if indeed ever. Or, let us ſuppoſe 
it is the Church diffuſive. It would be, I 
doubt, too great an Undertaking to go about the 
World to learn, what is the Senſe of all the 
Members, or of all the Biſhops, and Prieſls of it. 
Or, for Want of theſe living Guides, will he 
ſearch the Canons of their Councils? Alas, theſe 


are liable to be called atad Letters, and unſenſed 
Characters, 


againſt Pop ERV, O&c. 29 


Characters, as well as they call the Scriptures lo ; 
and are not half ſo eafily underſtood. 'Theie 
things conſidered, it muſt be allowed a fooliſh 
Change, if any Proteſtant, for the Sake of an in- 
fallible Guidance, ſhall go over to the Church of 
Rome. 

Eſpecially, if we further confider, that the 
Papiſis themſelves ſcarcely believe their own In- 
fallibility. If the Pope believed himſelf infalli- 
ble, would he be always, ſo backward to decide 
Controverſies amongſt the Members of his own 
Church ? If he reckoned what he calls a General 
Council to be infallible, would he be fo afraid of 
their coming together, and uſe ſo many Arts, as 
he did at Trent, to manage them, when they were 
come together ? It the Council had any Opinion 
of their own Infallibility, would they be ſo ſhy 
of meddling with Controverſies depending among 
Catholicks? And if they were ſatisfied the con- 
tending Parties, and others without Doors, had 
any Belief of it, would they be under ſuch Fears 
(as the artful Manner of Drawing up their Can- 
ons ſhews them to be) that thoſe, whoſe Opini- 
ons ſhould be condemned, would not ſubmit to 
their Condemnation, but be provoked by it to 
make a Schiſm rem the Church, or to raiſe one 
zn it, upon that Account ? You ſee how little 
Appearance there is of their believing their own 
Infallibility. But they would have it believed, 
becauſe the Belief of it is uſeful to them, many 
ways. It makes Way for any gainful Doctrines, 
Practices, or Worſhips, they ſhall have a Mind to 
bring into the Church: It ſwes the People the 
trouble of examining them, and themſelves the 
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Hazard of their finding them to be very corrupt. 
And by bluſtering with it among Protiſtants, they, 
now and then, Zexritch a Holiſb Galatian, and 
draw him over to them. 

There is another Privilege the 
r..202—125, Church of Rome makes her Boat 
of, that no one can be ſaved, out 

of her Communion. A likely thing, indeed. 
that all fhou}d be damned, as -* Pius's Creed 
pronounces them to be, who cannot believe ſuch 
1nfignificant Truths (fuppoſing them tobe Truths) 
as many of them, contained in that Creed, would 
be; tor Example; that the Reliques cf the 
gaints ought to be venerated. Is it not ridicu- 
Jous and ſcandalous to ſuppoſe, that the Belief of 
this is neceſſary to Salvation? And is it not 
equally ſcandalous and ridiculous to ſuppoſe, 
that, No human Creature (as Pope Bomface v III. 
had defined) can be ſaved, that is not ſulject to 
'« the Biſtep of Rome,” when the Scriptures, 
which — bid us be ſubject to the King, and, 
In general Terms, to thoſe that watch for our 
Souls, never or ce remind us of being ſubject to 
the Pope, or ſo much as name him, unleſs, per- 
chance, it ſhould be under the Title of Anti- 
chriſt. Is it to be thought that the whole Church 
of God, for Six or Seven Hundred Vears, ex- 
cept the Dioceſe or Patriarchate of Rome, fell in- 
to Damnation? Or, that not only all the Pro- 

teſtants, but all the Nations of the Greet Church, 
all the Churches in the Eaſt, Syrians, Georgians, 
Neftorians, Jacob ites, and Armenians, all the Chri/- 
tian of Agypt, and of the vait Empire of AZthi- 
Sia, all who ever were, or now are, or * be 
ere- 
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hereafter, of theſe Churches, will have their Por- 
tion in Hell? Or, who will venture to pronounce 
that all the Mahometans, or Heathens, even the 
Heottentots (for th ey are human Creatures, and 
taken in, by the Sentence of Pope Zonifare) are, 
and will be damned, purely and ſimply, becauſe 
they were not ſubject to his Holineſs ? 

The thundring out Damnation againſt us all, 
tho”, doubtleſs, in ſome, it is no other than cke 
Effect of Bigotry, and furious Zeal, is to be 
chiefly conſidered, as one of the Policies of that 
Church, or one of the Arts of the Miſſionaries, 
to fright People into it, while the ingenuous and 
und re As Part of them abhor fach a raſh aud 
uncharitable Sentence, We can name ſome 
crowned Heads, and great Numbers of their 
Writers, who allow and contend for the Salvation 
of Proze/lants, following their preſent Light and 
living as CHriſtians ought to do. And' by theſe 
we may gueſs how many there muſt be among 
the Clergy, and of the ſoberer Part of the Laity, 
who are no Writers, or have not had occaſion to 
explain themſelves upon this Head, in the ſame 
charitable Sentiments. g 

And if this be the. Caſe, what will become of 
that common Argument of the Papifts, © You 
% Proteſtants all allow a Papi may be ſaved : 
We all deny that a Proteſtant can: Therefore 
our Religion is the ſafeſt.“ For as many Pro- 
teſlants are ſo hot-headed, or wrong-headed, as 
ſcarcely to allow. any Patiſis can be ſaved, fo 
there are many judicious and ſober Papiſis who 
maintain that a Prete/tant may. This being fo, 
the very Foundation which that Argument reſts 
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upon is taken away, and it muſt fall to the 
Ground, 


When a Pati perceives that all 
P. 335—145. the things he can ſuggeſt have no 

Effect upon the Perſon whom he 
endeavours to ſeduce, and that the Thoughts of 
{-> great a Change, as he is perſuading him to, 
are {till ſhocking to him, he will tell him, the 
Change is nothing like what he takes it to be, 
the Difference between the two Churches bein 
not very confiderable. But this 1s a falſe ay 
impudent Aſſertion, and a perfect Affront to the 
Underſtanding of almoſt the meaneſt Prote/ant. 
If we compare the Canons and Decrees of the 
Council of Trent, or the Roman Catechiſm, with 
the Canons, Homilies, Liturgy, and Articles of 
the Church of Exgland, we ſhall find a great 
many ſtaring Differences between them, and 
thoſe, too, in Points of the greateſt Conſequence; 
in ſhort, ſuch an Agreement as there is between 
Light and Darknefs, Chrifl and Belial. 


* * 


CHAP. II. 


Ze Ob jectiens of Proteſtants againſt the 


Church of Kome, and Reman Catho- 


ect Religion juſt and well grounded. 


P. 14c—16-. HE ürſt thing I have to ob- 
g je to the Church of Rome 

is, her cheriſhing of Superſtition, that is, encour- 
aging Men to place Religion in things wherein 
it 


— 
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it does not conſiſt, or to expect from them ſuch - 
ſpiritual Effects as they are incapable of produc- 
ing. This expoſes Religion to the Contempt of 
Infdels and Libertines, and is alſo prejudicial to 
the Practice of it amongſt its Profeſſors, cauſing 
them to neglect thoſe things which their Salvati- 
on chiefly | a upon, and to traſt in things 
which no Way accompany Salvation, And there- 
fore it is juſtly efteemed a great Diſhonour to any 
Church, when it is ſeen to take Pains, as the 
Church of Rome does, to promote Superſtition 
among its Members. 

I ſhould never make an End, if I were only to 
reckon up all the Superſtitions of that Church, in 
the Matter of Faſting, Penance, Pilgrimages, 
Proceſſions, Exorciſms, and Conſecrations. I 
will therefore keep to the laſt of theſe. And 
paſſing by, too, her Conſecration of Croſſes, 
Images, Altars, Habits, Salt, Oil, Candles, Veſ- 
fels, Agnus Dei's, and Twenty ſuch things, I will 
confine my felf to the Conſecration of Churches, 
of Bells, and Holy Water. 

We of the Church of England have nothing to 
object againſt the Conſecration of Churches, as 
that ſignifies only the ſetting them apart for Di- 
vine Offices, by proper Ceremonies, and Prayers. 
But the Church of Rome uſes it for other Ends, 
that they may gain thereby a Power to put De- 
vils to Flight, ſo as never afterwards to approach 
them. A fooliſh Notion ! And ſufficiently con- 
futed by what we read (Marth. iv. 5.) of the De- 
vil's taking our bleſſed Saviour into the holy City, 
and ſetting him on a Pinnacle of the Temple, tho” it 
was then the holieſt Place in the World. 
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As to Holy Water, they attribute to hat not 
only a Power to put Devils to flight, but to blot 
out all Sins of the wental Kind, to procure the con- 
fant Prejence of the Holy Ghoſt, the Divine Bl 
ing, and indeed @ Security from all Evil, What! 
From Peſtilence, Sword, and Famine, from Fires, 
Earthquakes, and Inundations, from Loſs of 


Goods, and Loſs of Credit, from Fevers, Poi- - 


ſons, and broken Bones ! *T'ts a wonderful Pri- 
vilege to be beſtowed by a ſimple Prieſt upon 
the fimple Creatures of Salt and Water! And 
then, for the chtaining the conflant Preſence of the 
Holy Ge, and the Pardon of all Venial Sint, Who 
gave the Prieſt a Power to diſpence theſe, by the 
Uſe of any other than the Baptiſmal Water? 
Surely, the Devil mat needs love (without an 
Irony) Holy Water, when he ſees Man taught 
to depend, and, accordingly, depending, for 
ſuch, and ſo many Bleſſings upon the Uſe of it. 
The Conſecration of their Bells has alſo in it 
a great deal both of Superſtition and Impiety. 
It is performed by the Biſhop with his Clerks 
about him, with conſecrating Holy Water, to 
rinſe and rub them with all over, with Croſſings, 
Incenſings, and Anointings, and ſometimes with 
God-fathers and God-mothers, with Pſalms, 
Leſſons, Invocations, and Prayers. What can 
be ſaid in Defence of this ? 
The Superſtition of this Solemnity, is greatly 
increaſed by the Defign and Intention of it, 
which is to tmpart to the Bell a Power, by ts 


„ Touch or Soukd, to increaſe Devotion, to preſerve 


'* tbe Fruits of Earth, to keep the Minds and Bodies 
* of Men in Llealth and Sownane/s, to fill the 


« Winds, 
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« Winds, to diſperſe Tempeſts, to aſuage the Vio- 
« lence of Thunder and Lightning, to prevent the 
r direful Effects of them, and to keep the Devil and 
* his Angels at due Diflance.”” A Superſtition, 
deſerving to be treated no otherwiſe than with 
Ridicule ? But as I would be ſerious, I reftrain 
myſelf, and go on to another Subject. 

The Roman Church incourages p 6-1 
Fanaticiſm, ſo as no other Church, * 
F think, does. She encourages the moſt irrati- 
onal Devotion; and there is ſcarcely any thing 
ſo extravagant, in relation to Devotion, provided 
it be reported, not of any Proteſtant, but of ſome 
ſtaunch Member of the Church, but it is highly 
applauded, nor any thing told ſo incredible, but 
it finds there an eaſy Reception and Belief. 

She alſo encourages the moſt groundleſs Pre- 
tences to Inſpiration. Her Pretence to Infalli- 
bility is no better. The Foundation alſo of her 
Religious Orders is laid in downright Fanaticiſm, 
the chief of them, (they tell us) being inſtituted 
by their reſpective Founders, by the Inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt. And the very Rules which the 
Monks and Nuns are to walk by were given (they 
pry by Te/us Chrift, ſome of which are fo 

antaſtical, and fuch nonſenſical Stuff, that a 
Church muſt be drunk with Entfiufiaſm, before 
ſhe can believe them to be his DiQates. | 
It was not fo in the primitive Church, nor is 
ſo, now, in ours. The primitive had its Enthu- 
ſiaſts, Montanus, and others. But they were not 
ſuch Ideots, or Madmen, nor cheriſhed by the 
Church then, as they are now, in the Church of 
Rome. We alſo have had ours; formerly, Mug- 
B 6 leton, 
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gleton, Venner, &c. now Whitefield, and his Aſſo- 
ciates. But they are gone out from us, becauſe they 
evere not of us. Had this Enthuſiaſtical Divine 
been brought up a Papiſt, and either Spain or 
Italy been the Scene of his Action, and had he 
kept any Meaſures with the Clergy there (which, 
tis like, he would have done, becauſe they would 
hare favoured his Fanaticiſmt more than we do) 
I don't know but he might have been fainted in 
the next Generation. 

And now, Reader, conſider, if any Reverence 
is to be ſhewn to a Church which encourages 
Enthuſiaſm at ſo vile a Rate, and if this Charac- 
ter is not a good Reaſon for any Proteſtant to be- 
ware of it, and keep off from it. 

The given Encouragement to Enthuſiaſts is a 
plain Sign of Corruption in any Church. For no 
Chorch will encourage them, but with a View to 
make Uſe of them, either for introdueing Cor- 
rup tions into it, or giving Credit and Authorit 
to them, if they have been before introduced. 
And this is plainly the Uſe which the Church of 
Rome makes of them. They are too wiſe ts be- 
lieve all the Revelations of St. Bridger, St. Tere/a, 
and many others. But they put on a Child-like 
Simplictty, and would ſeem to believe them, be- 
cauſe they are fitted to ſupport the falſe Doc- 
trines, corrupt Practices, and ſtrange Devotions 
of their Church, and to ſerve the Ambition and 
Covetouſneſs of her Prieſts. . 

The bloody and perſecuting Spirit of Popery 
is another juſt Objection againſt it. We are too 
apt to judge of the Temper and Spirit of the 
Roman Church by the Temper and * 7 
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thoſe Roman Catholicks who li ve here amon 
1, in a precarious Manner, ſome of whom, 
doubtleſs, may be led by the natural Goodneſs 
of their Tempers, and others determined, by 
prudential Conſiderations, to ſhew themſelves, 
charitable, and ready to all the Offices of Friend- 
fhip and good Neighbourhood. But this is a 
wrong Way of judging of the true Spirit of that 
Church. If we would be rightly informed of it, 
we muſt go to Countries where it reigns ſove- 
| reignly, and carries all before it: We muſt go 
to the Hiſtories of Times paſt, and take a View 
of the barbarous Butcheries committed upon the 
Albigenſes, chiefly at the Inſtigation of the re- 
nowned Saint Dominick, the Cruelties of the 
| Duke of Alva, the Sicilian Veſpers, the Maſſa- 6 
cre at Paris on St. Bartholomew's Day, 1572, and 
that in Heland, the Perſecution under Queen 
Mary here, that about Sixty or Seventy Years 
ago in France, and that, at this Day carrying on, 
in the ſame Country, and the daily Triumphs of 
the Inquiſition. Theſe will ſhew us, what is the 
true Spirit of the Church of Rome, and whoever 
conſiders them will hardly want any other Proof, 
that the Roman Chatholick is not the Chriſtian 
Religion in its native Purity, but very different 
from what it was in the Beginning. 

Another reaſonable Objection 
againſt the Church of Rome, is that P. 199—20or, 
all the Doctrines and Practices that 
are peculiar to it are plainly contrived to ſerve 
worldly Ends, xi. the enriching, and exalting 
the Power of her Clergy. 

The Supremacy of the Pope is a Source of 
immenfe 
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immenſe Wealth, the Riches of all the Ccuntries 
in Communion with him .running a thouſand 
Ways into his Coffers, as the Rivers run into the 
Sea. The Doctrine of the Verteration due to 
Reliques is alſo a gainful one to him, For 
Rome is the Mart of Reliques, eſpecially that 
Branch of the Trade which relates to the Bodies 
of the Saints and Martyrs. And the Catccombs 
there (where, by the bye, the Bodies of Heathens, 
as well as of Chriſtians, were depoſited) are the 
Magazines from whence the Popes ſupply the 
Monaſteries and Churches of their Communion. 
And as they put upon the Limbs, they give out 
from thence, the Names of this, or of that, Saint, 
juſt as the Toy takes them, it often happens, 
that the ſame Limb of the ſame Saint will be 
Found in divers Places, Hence Controverſies 
arife (as it is meant they ſhould) which of the 
Churches has the true Limb of the Saint. And 
theſe being determinable only by the Court of 
Rome, are a prodigious Revenue to it. As to the 
Churches and Monaſteries which can get a Re- 
lique of any celebrated Saint, they are preſently 
| enriched by it, by drawing Pilgrims to viſit, and 
leave at the Altar (for Pilgrims don't uſe to go 
empty-handed) their Offerings to it. 

But the neateſt Contrivance the Church has 
to bring in Money, is the Doctrine of Purgatory, 
and of the Power of Maſſes, and papal Indul- 
gences, to get Souls out of it. Who that be- 

lieves an Indulgence from the Pope will releaſe 

dim from the Pains of Purgatory, would not be 

his Cuſtomer, or grudge to lay out a little Money 
for that Purpole, Or, who when he dies, would 
not 
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not give away from his Heirs a good Limb of 
his Eſtate, to deliver his Soul from fo dreadful 
a Place, ſome Years, or hundreds of Years, be- 
fore it would otherwiſe get out. And few, I 


ſuppoſe, do die, without leaving ſomething for 


that Purpoſe. This is a conſtant and inexhauſtible 
Fund of Wealth, and perhaps has brought into 
the Pockets of the Clergy nigh as much Gold 


and Silver as the Diſcovery of the Indies has into 


the Coffers of the King of Spain, 

It would be an endlefs thing to reckon up the 
feveral Inventions of Prieſts and Monks to get 
Money, under the Colour of Devotion. I ſhall, 
therefore, diſmiſſing this Subject, go on to ſet 
before you ſome other Inventions, Doctrines, as 
well as Practices, brought into the Church, to 
raiſe the Honour, and enlarge the Dominion of 
of her Clergy. 

They have long maintained, and now at laſt 
got into their Creed (and without the Belief of 
it, the Creed tells us, no one can be ſaved) that 
the Church of Rome is the Mother and Miſtreſs 
of all Churches. Upon this Ground, they build 
their Claim of ſpiritual Dominion. And to com- 
paſs Dominion in Temporal things, they ſet up 
the depeſing Doctrine, or the Power of the Pope to 
dethrone Kings, to abſolve their Subjects from 
their Allegiance, and give their Dominions to 
others. Nothing now remained to give him an 
abfolute Power over the Faithful, but to breed in 
them a Perſuaſion, that he can make their State in 
the World to come, more or leſs happy, accord- 
ing to his Pleaſure. And to this End the Doc- 
trine of the Efficacy of Indulgences was fitted up. 


But 
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But let us not think that the Church, in framing 
her Doctrines, has taken Care only of the Pope. 
For ſhe has Doctrines and Practices, to raiſe the 
Honor, and enlarge the Power of the whole 
Prieſthood, in proportion, Tranſubſtantiation 
is one of theſe. The Miracles of the Goſpel are 
almoſt nothing, compared with thoſe * er 
in it. And what profound Reverence will every 
little Prieſt be regarded with, where it is believed, 
he is able to turn, Twenty Times a Day, with 
only ſaying Four Latin Words, the Elements of 
Bread and Wine into the natural Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, to which his Soul and Divinity ſhall be 
united. 

The Doctrine of the Neceſſity of the Prieſt's 
Intention to make the the Sacraments effectual is 
an enſlaving Doctrine. For if they can make 
the People believe, that when a Prieſt adminiſters 
| Baptiſm, the Euchariſt, or extreme Unction, when 
he celebrates Matrimony, or gives Abſolution, it 
will be no Baptiſm, Euchariſt, or extreme 
Unction, no Matrimony, or Abſolution, in Caſe 
he will be ſo croſs as to ſay within himſelf, 
« This Adminiſtration, I am reſolved, ſhall have 
no Effet ;” if they can bring the People to be- 
lieve this, they have abſolutely ſubdued them to 
*em. For ſure none will be fo fool-bardy, as to 
ofend one, who has their Eternal State ſo much 
in his Power, as this Opinion repreſents him to 
have. 

Auricular Confeſſion is alſo a wonderful Inven- 
tion to keep the People in Subjection. For with 
the Advantage of being let into the Secrets of 
Courts, Families, and particular Perſons, and 

N knowing 
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knowing all the Thefts, Murthe s, and Adulteries 

that are committed, and all the Criminal Defires 
of all the Men and Women a Confeſſor is con- 

cerned with, he will be able, if he be not a Fool, 

to govern them, and make them ſubſerviant to 
all his worldly and carnal Purpoſes, 838 

Theſe Doctrines and Practices (and many more 

might be named) are plainly contrived to kee 
all ſecular Perſons ſubject to the Prieſthood. They 
have others, to keep all ſeculiar Perſons from ha- 
ving, by Way of checque, any Power over them. 
Such is the Doctrine forbidding Prieſts Marriage. 
A Prieſt of the Roman Church, by being un- 
married, is independent upon all about him, 
even his own Sovereign, and the Laws of his 
Country. If he offends his Sovereign, and hts 
own Country is too hot for him, he can eaſily re- 
move into another, where he may ſerve at the 
Altar, (for the Service is every where in Latin, 
and partly, I ſuppoſe, for that End) and live as 
well, probably better (becauſe he will be con- 
' ſidered as a Kind of Confeſſor) than in his own 
Country. But if his Sovereign be a Papi//, he 
may ſtand his Ground, and hold him in Defiance, 
by the Help of another of their Doctrines, that 
the Perſons and Goods of Eccleſiaſticks are exempt 
from all ſeculiar Juriſdiction. And in this Plea 
he will be ſupported by a Foreign Power, whom 
his Sovereign himſelf ſtands in Awe of. 

Is it now to be thought, that ſuch a Syſtem of 
Doctrines could ever come from the Author and 
Finiſtar of our Faith? To think ſo, would be 
thinking very unworthily of Him, that He had 
contrived his Religion for fetching Money _ 
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the Pockets of Lay- Chriſtians, and putting it into 
thoſe of the Prieſts, or for helping thoſe who 
ſerve in it to Eaſe, Wealth, Pomp, and Power, 
and keeping every Bcdy elſe low, and.in the moſt 
flaviſh Subjection to them. No, my Friends, be 
aſſured, theſe are no Parts of the true Goſpel of 
Fefus Chriſt, but unwarrantable Additions to, or 
Corruptions of, it. And beware, I intreat you, 
of a Church, which plainly appears to have more 
Regard to the temporal Advantages of her Prieſts, 
than the eternal. Welfare of her People, or the 
Glory of God. | 
P oben. We ſhall have yet more Reaſon to 

| ſuſpe& ſhe is very corrupt, if we 
conſider the Frauds ſhe. is guilty of, for the Sup- 
port of her Doctrines and Pretenſions. They 
are too many to be conſidered here, and I ſhall 
only ſingle out, by way of Sample, one or two, 
of them. One is, their Frauds to cozen the 
People into a Belief of Purgatory, by 1 know 
nat what Stories of Revelations, Viſions, Voices 
in the Air, old Wives Dreams, eſpecially the Ap- 
paritions of Souls detach'd from it. But how 
can theſe be the Spirits of the Faithful, if Purga- 
tory. be their Priſon, as Papiſſs hold it to be, and 
therefore underſtand (weakly enough) Zech. ix. 11, 
and Lude x11. 59. as ſome alſo do, 1 Pet. iii. 19. 
becauſe they ſpeak of Priſoners, and of a Priſon, 
to be meant of it. And why hear we nothing of 


ſuch Apparitions down from Adam to about the 


Days of Gregory the Great? Let any Papiſi try 
if he can give us a reaſonable Account of this. 
No, he cannot do it. But the Truth of the 
Matter is ; about the Time of Gregory, the F _ 
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of Porgatory was hammering out; and theſe 
Pranks were played by wicked Spirits, or by the 
Management. of Men, or coolly invented, to 
gratify the Humour of the People then, and after- 
wards to feed the Covetouſneis of the Prieſls. 
The ſame may be ſaid of their Miracles, Some 
are-mere Fictions: Some may be done by wicked. 
Spirits: Some by the Management of Monks, 
and other intereſted Perſons : And ſome of the 
Tricks whereby they were effected have been 
diſcovered and expoſed. And it is no way 
able to Reaſon, that there ſhould be any true 
Miracles in a Church, which has been detected 
in impoſing upon the People ſo many falſe ones. 
But there are other Marks of Impoſture upon 
them. Many of them are plain Copies of the 
Scripture Miracles, 'They are too many to 
be true, it being unlikely that Chriſtiarity now,. 
fince it has taken deep-Root in the World, ſhould 
be watered and cultivated vaſily more than when 
it was firſt planted Many of them are ſuch 
ridiculous Performances, as are unworthy of the 
Finger of God All of them are deſigned to 
confirm, not our common Chri//tanity, as the 
Scripture- Miracles always were, but the Pecu- 
liarities of the Roman Church. And, beſides, 
are done in far diſtant Countries, where no body 
will go to. diſprove them, or, however, in Popiſh 
Countries, where no body dares examine them, 
or wants to be convinced by them, but none of 
them among us, for whoſe Conviction they are 
retended to be done. Theſe Conſiderations 
plainly ſhew, that the Miracles pretended to be 
done in the Church of Rome are not true * 
| 95 
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cles, and ſo far from proving hat to be the true 
Church, that they are rather Signs and Indica- 
tions of its being a falſe one. 4 
P. ola But the Forgeries of the Roman 
4 Church are ſtill a ſtronger Ground 
of Suſpicion againſt her. Treatiſes have been 
forged, and fent into the World, under the 
Names of eminent Perſons in the antient Church; 
and by their inculcating, in fo nauſeous a Man- 
ner as they do, the ſeveral Claims and Corrup- 
tions of Popery, it may plainly be ſeen, from 
what Forge they have come, and with what 
Views they were indited. Nor is their falſe 
Dealing leſs ſcandalous in purging and corrupting 
thoſe Writings that were really written by the 
Ancients, not only the Fathers, but Councils alſo. 
For they have ſet out ſome that were counterfeit, 
ſuppreſſed others that were genuine, and corrupt- 
ed many which they did not dare wholly to ſup- 
preſs. And if they have not been as free with 
the Scriptures, it was only for want of Power 
and Opportunity. Their leaving out the ſecond 
Commandment, againſt worſhiping of Images, 
from many of their Catechiſms, ſhews their In- 
clination, and that they would not ftick at leaving 
it out of their Bibles, if they dared to do it. *I's 
impoſſible any thinking Man, when he conſiders 
theſe things, ſhould eſcape having this Reflection, 
« gurely, that Church mult be very corrupt, and 
« knows ſhe is ſo. She would not run the hazard 
of expoſing her ſelf tothe Infamy of corrupting, 
« ſuppreſſing, or ſuborning Evidence, if ſhe was 
t not — ay herſelf that her Cauſe was bad, 
&« and could be no otherwiſe ſupported.” And 
at 
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it was this Reflection that brought over, to the 
Prote/tants,-Profeſſor H. Boxhorn, among whom 
he continued to the Day of his Death. 

The ill Treatment of the Serip- 

tures by the Papiſis furniſhes alſo a P. 226—240, 
ſtrong Preſumption that Popery is 

contrary thereto, and that they are ſenſible of 
its being ſo. They maintain, That if the 
© Roman Church ſhall now, or at any time here- 
« after, take a fancy to decree any one, or all 
« the Books of the New Teſtament, to be Writ- 
« ings of no Authority, we are bound to be- 
« lieve them to be ſuch.” A Principle, not fit 
to be endured among Chri/tzans ! And the next 
is not much better, That they are but a par- 
« tial and imperfet Rule, and Tradition muſt 
*« come in, to ſupply its Deficiencies, and teach 
« us Abundance of things, both in Faith and 
« Manners, which the Scriptures ſay nothing of.” 
And the third is as bad, . That concerning ſuch 
« Points as they do ſpeak much of, they every 
« where ſpeak fo obſcurely, that there is no 
« knowing what they teach about them.” Hence 
they call them (Names not fit for Chriſtians to 
uſe)—mere Ink and Paper—a dead Character 
unſenſed Letters—a leaden Rule—a Noſe of 
Wax, which may be ſet this way, or that, juſt as 
you pleaſe. Hence alfo they lock it up in the 
learned Languages, not ſuffering the Vulgar to 
read it, without having a Licence for that Pur- 
poſe, which very few of them will ſue for, and 
fewer be able to obtain, if they were todo it. For 
their defiring a Licence would bring them under 
ſome Suſpicion of what they call Hereſy, or, at 


leaſt 


— F's 
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leaſt an Inclination to it, and be thought a good 
Reaſon for denying it. Here in England they 
are indulged, 1 ſuppoſe, ſomewhat greater Li- 
berties, (becauſe, by the bye, it cannot be help'd) 
and an Exgliſb Tranſlation of the New Teſta- 
ment, done at Rheimes, is, now and then, to be 


ſeen in their Houſes. But what fort of Tranſ- 


lation of the New Teſtament is this? A very 
faulty one, to ſay nothing worſe of it, ſuited to 
the Doctrines, the Worſhip, and Practices of 
their Church. Yet, even bis is not ſuffered to 
go amongſt them, without a Popiſh Expoſition, 
to throw a Miſt before the Eyes of the Reader, 
that ſo he may not diſcern how contrary the 
Doctrines and Practices of the Church of Rome 
are to the Holy Scriptures. This is the way ſhe 
treats the Word of God; a Preſumption (as 1 
ſaid before) not aply that her way of Religion is 
falſe, but that ſhe believes it to be ſo. 
Her-requiring of all her Mem- 
P. 241247. bers an implicit Faith, and blind 
Obedience to all ſhe teaches, is of 
a piece with her taking the Scriptures away from 


them. This blind Submiſſion ſhe demands not 


only from the Ignorant, but from all forts of 


People; and that, not only to herſelf, but to 


their particular reſpe&ive Biſhops, Pariſn-Prieſts, 
or Confeſſors; and ſhe maintains, that ſuch - a 
Faith is meritorious, tho' a Man were led into 
Hereſy by it. She tells them (directly contrary 


to Scripture, 1 Th. v. 21.) it is not their Buſi- 


neſs to prove any thing, but to Bi faſt every 


thing ſhe teaches them, without proving it; 


that they are not to examine her Doctrines, be- 
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cauſe that would imply ſome Doubt concerning 
the Truth of them, which would be a mortal 
Sin, but only to enquire, whether they are her 
Doctrines, and finding them to be ſuch, they are 
to hold faſt, againſt all Arguments that can be 
offered, the 'Profefion 'of them, 'auvithaut wawvering. 
Nay, ſhe tells them, they are to believe, in the 
groſs, whatever ſhe teaches, .tho* they don't 
— what it is, nor have any Conception of it. 
Tis impoſſible for a Man, who is not quite 
ſtupid, not to fall into fome Suſpicion, that 
things, in that Church, muſt be much amis, 
when People are not ſuffered to look into them. 
This has been always'the way of Cheats and Im- 
ſtors. Mahomet took this way, forbidding his 
Followers to examine his Religion, or diſpute 
about it, and requiring them to take it from him 
upon truſt. And as the Church of Rome does 
the ſame thing, we may fairly conclude, ſhe does 
it for the ſame Reaſon, namely, leſt her Abſur- 
dities and Corruptions ſhould be diſcovered. 


IEA Fo. 100, 


The Danger and Unlawfulneſs of Com- 
munion with the Church of Rome. 


L ITHERTO we have been 

taken up with removing Pre- een 
judices againſt the Proteſlant, and in favour of the 
' Roman Religion, and with ſuggeſting certain 
Conſiderations which we eſteem juſt and * 
a 
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able Preſumptions againf! that Religion. We. 
ſhall now draw nearer to the Point we are driv- 
ing at, which is to ſhew, that it is rea/ly corrupt, 
and ſo corrupt that Communion with it is not 
only dangerous, but abſolutely unlawful. That 
it is dangerous I ſhall ſhew, from the natural 
Tendency of its Doctrines and Practices to under- 
mine Holineſs of Life. Let us come to ſome of 
the Particulars. 

The Roman Church teaches, that the Saints 
often ſuffer more than their Sins require, and do 
many good Works beyond what are command- 
ed; and that the Merit of theſe may be applied 
by the Pope to ſuch as have no good Works, or 
few, of their own, or, perhaps, lived and died 

eat Sinners, to procure a Place in Heaven for 
them. And who does not ſee, that where this is 
believed, the forſaking of Sin will not be thought 
neceſſary, and that few will do it; but moſt, tho 
yet in their Sins, will think themſelves ſafe, if 
they can but purchaſe an Indulgence, whereby 
their Sins ſhall be forgiven, and the Righteouſ- 
neſs of others placed to their Account. | 

Their Sacrament of Penance is alſo a preat 
Hindrance to a holy Life. Let (fays the Church 
of Rome) a Sinner be ever ſo penitent, and his 
Grief for having offended a good God ever fo 

reat, he will be damned, if he does not confeſs, 
and get Abſolution, But a Confeſſion, and 
Abſolution, he will be ſafe, tho' he have no other 
than that pitiful ſort of Repentance which they 
call Attrition, or aDiſlike to his Sins for their mak- 
ing him liable to Damnation. Nor need even this 


be permanent and laſting ; but an AA of it, 
| whick 
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which may be done in a Moment, will be ſuffici- 
ent. You ſee upon what eaſy Terms Salvation 
may be obtained, according to the Doctrine of 
that Church. 

The next Part of Penance is Confeſſion. But 
this ('tis pretended) will be a mighty Reſtraint 
from Sin. None at all, as things are ordered 
in that Church. For 'tis a thing of Courſe, 
which the beſt of Men come to, and no body, 
therefore, is aſhamed of. Nor will 4hke Neceſſity 
of revealing his Sin to a Prieſt keep him from it, 
inaſmuch as the Prieſt is but one Man, and he 
obliged to keep the Secret; one, too, of his own 
chuſing, any ſtrolling Prieſt he thall meet with, 
or, perhaps, one who was his Companion in that 
very Wickedneſs which he confeiſes to him. And 
beſides, it may be preſumed that few d confeſs 
all their Sins, with all the Circumſtances of them. 
If they do, if all Females (for example) were to 
confeſs all the Adulteries and Fornications they 
have committed, and all the criminal Deſires that 
have ever riſen in their Hearts, they might de- 
bauch the Confeſſors themſelves, at leaſt, many 
of them. And the deplorable Scandals theſe 
Confeſſions have been, in fact, the Occaſions of, 
are too notorious to be here repeated. 

But what deeper Stab can be given to Reli- 
ligion than is given by Prieſtly Abſolution, as 
taught and practiſed in that Church. For being 
eſteemed a judicial Act, whereby all the Sins af 
the Party receiving it are forgiven him, he will 
have nothing to do, in order to put hiniſelf into 
a good State, while he lives, or to make ſure of 

C Heaven, 
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Heaven, when he dies, but firſt, to put forth an 
Ad of Attrition, then, ſend for a Prieſt to confeſs 
to, and be abſolved by him. 

As to thoſe Satisfactions which the Confeſſor 
may require of the Penitent, they are not re- 
quired till Abſolution has been given him, when, | 
perhaps, (his Salvation, as the poor Wretch ſup- 
poſes, being before made ſure) he will not accept 
them. But if he does, what are they? Perhaps, 
giving a Trifle to ſome Church, Faſting awhile 
upon all forts of Delicacies, except Fleſh Meats, 

attering over a few Pater Nofter's or Aue Mary's 
. this, or that, Altar, or going a Pilgrimage, 
which he may commonly do in jovial Company 
and turn it into a Frolick. Or, if he does not 
chuſe to do it himſelf, he may get another to do 
all this; or buy it off, by a papal Indulgence, 
with a trifling Sum. 

Their famous Diſtinction between mortal and 
venial Sing is a dangerons Snare to Souls. For 
they muſt be loſt for ever, if either deceivin 
themſelves, or miſled by their Guides, which 
may eaſily be) they ſhall unhappily miſtake mor- | 
tal Sins for only venial ones, and ſo uſe little, or | 
no Care to keep themſelves from them. 

Divers other Inſtances might be 

named of Doctrines and Practices 

having a natural Tendency to undermine and 

ſubvert a holy Life. But I go on to a yet higher 

Charge againſt that Church. For ſhe teaches, | 

or, which 1s all one as to the endangering the 

Salvation of Men, ſhe allows to be currently 

taught, ſome of the greateſt Impieties and Immo- | 
ralities | 


P. 262—274. 
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ralities of Life, in a more direct and poſitive 
Way. 

And: firſt, I muſt take Notice of the Doctrines 
and Principles of Popery, ſo hurtful to Kings, 
eſpecially thoſe of a different Communion, wx. 
'E — the Pope can diſpenſe with the Allegiance 
of their Subjects, and make it not only lawful, 
but their Duty, to rebel againſt them, and depoſe 
them. For this is an Article of Popiſh Faith, 
however ſome may think proper to mince the 
Matter. And I mention this among the Doctrines 
of that Church deſtructive of Salvation, being 
firmly perſuaded that wilful Rebellion is as de- 
ſtructive of it, as any Immorality in common 
Life. 

But, in the Affairs of common Life, the Ro- 
man Caſuiſts and Guides, at leaſt many of them, 
have made the moſt ſcandalous Determinations, 
They juſtify ſome kinds of Murther: The groſſeſt 
ſort of it they allow, upon ſlight Provocations, 
and ſometimes where there has been none at all, 
but only to preſerve our own Honours and Re- 
putations. Their Determinations concerning 
Perjury, Stealing Reſtitution, and giving Alms, 
are no leſs ſcandalous. They hold it a venial Sin 
to defame others, if their Credit and Authority 
be prejudicial to ones ſelf. They maintain the 
Lawfulneſs of Equivocations andmental Reſerva- 
tions, and teach, that a Catholick is not bound to 
keep Faith with Hereticks. Their Deciſions 
about carnal Sins are quite diſſolute. And divers 
of their Maxims concerning Faith, the Love of 
God, and of our Neighbour, are perfectly ſhock- 

2 ing. 
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ing. Theie, O ye Protefiants, are the Guides 
whom ye throw yourſelves amongſt, when ye go 
over to the Church of Rome. 

But beſides theſe particular Opinions, they 
have two general Principles, which will ſerve to 
Juſtify almoſt any Wickedneſs. One is, the Doc- 


| trine of Probability. © You may venture (ſay 


« they) to do any thing, the Lawfulneſs of 
« which is probable. And *tis probably lawful, 
« if one grave Doctor ſhall aſſert the Lawfulneſs 
« of it.” Upon this Principle a Man may ven- 
ture to do almoſt any thmg, there being ſcarce 
any thing ſo vile, which ſome Doctor of the Ro- 
man Church has not defended, or ſome one or 
other may not be got to defend, if one goes 
about it. 

The other is, the right Direction of the Intenti- 
on. If a Man is minded to murther his Father, 
let him (fay they) direct his Intention not to the 
taking away his Father's Life, but to the getting 
to himſelf an Inheritance; (which ſurely is law- 
ful) and ſo doing, he may give him the fatal 
Blow, without Scruple. *Tis- impoſſible any 
thing ſhould be faid in Defence of theſe two 
Principles, or thoſe Opinions before mentioned. 

Indeed, we are told, they have been con- 
demned by a Pope. And 'tis very true, they 
have; and Twenty more of the ſame ſtrain, 
Bat this ſhews, that when we tell you ſuch things 
are commonly taught in that Church, the thing 
is true, and we are no Slanderers. But what 
ſignines Bis Condemnation of them to ſuch Pa- 
Pils as difown his Infallibility, Theſe may = 

0 
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hold them to be true, and continue to teach 
them, notwithſtanding his Cenſure; eſpecially, 
when they take Notice how ſoftly he ſpeaks in 
the Cenſure of them. Nor let it be ſaid, theſe 
are not the Doctrines of the Church, but che 
Opinions of private Men. For the Unlearned 
neither conſider, nor know, what are the Doc- 
trines of their Church, and what are not, but 
whatever they are taught by their 1mmediate 
Guides they always ſuppoſe to be a Doctrine of 
the Church, and receive with the greateſt Sim- 
plicity. And as the Jeſuits, the chief Patrous 
and Promoters of theſe Opinions, a vaſt Body of 
Men, have almoſt engroſſed to themſelves the 
Education of Youth, as well as the Direction of 
their Conſciences when they become Men, ?tis 
plain, the poor People in that Church are in a 
dangerous Situation, and that a Prote/flaxt cannot 
throw himſelf into it, without infinite Hazard of 
his Salvation, 
But I go further: The Commu» 

nion of that Church is abſolutely P. 274—23r. 
unlawful, by Reaſon of her falfe 
Doctrines, and the Profeſſion to be made of them. 
For tho? every doctrinal Error that has crept into 
any Church will not juſtify an entire Separation 
from it, yet when a.Church has admitted a Heap 
of Errors, and all, or moſt of, them, full of Vo- 
nom, and there be no entring into the Commu- 
nion of it without making a Profeſſion of thoſe 
Errors, a Chriſtian will be obliged, to keep out of 
her Communion if he be out of it already, or, if 
he were in it before, to forſake it. 

C 3 Now 
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Now this is the Caſe of the Church of Rome. 
For almoſt all her Errors are ſo incorporated with 
her Publick Offices, that *tis impoſſible to per- 
form the common Acts of Communion with her, 
without a virtual Profeſſion of the Truth of them, 
which no confcientious Man can bring himſelf 
to. Nay, a more /ormal Profeſſion of the Truth 
of them is now become neceflary, every Mem- 
ber of the Church declaring, he holds the 
Faith ſame which the Church holds, But every 
Convert muſt make a more particular Declarati- 

on of his Faith, in the Words of Pope Pius's 
Creed, which I hope all Protefants who incline 
to Popery, will take Notice of, Firft, let them 
enquire what are the ſeveral Articles of this 
Creed, then, conſider, whether they can declare, 
with a ſafe Conſcience, that they firmly believe 
every one of them, and that the Belief of eve 
one of them is neceſſary to Salvation. For 
the Creed declares every one of them to be. 
For if, amongſt the Twelve, there be but one 
Article which they cannot believe true, or, be- 
lieving it to be true, have any Doubt of its — 
neceſſary to Salvation, and they nevertheleſs ſhal 
dare to make a ſolemn Profeſſion of their Faith 
in the Words of it, they will ſhew themſelves to 
be Men of no Conſcience, Diſſemblers with 
God, and odious Hypocrites. And by the ſelſ- 
fame Act whereby they throw themſelves into 
the Church of Rome, they throw themſelves into 
the utmoſt Danger of eternal Perdition. 

There is another thing, too, which I hope 
Prateſtants will take Care to be ſatisſied in, —_ 
5 ey 
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they go over to that Church. And that is, wlie- 
. ther, if they do go over to it, an Oath will not 

be required of them, what that Oath is, and 
whether a Man of any Conſcience can take it 
This is certain, the Roman Pontifical requires new 
Converts to take an Oath, That they will 
« always continue immoveably in the Unity of 
« the Roman Church. And ſhould they ſuffer 
« themſelves to be moved, by any Conjuncture 
«© or Occurrence, or Y ANY ARGUMENT WHAT. 
„EVER, to be drawn away from that Unity, 

* they wiſh they may eternally be damned, and 
« have their Portion with the Author of all 
« Schiſm, in the World to come *.” Is not this 
now a moſt wicked Oath ? And will any one, 
who has a Grain of common Senſe, and common 
Honeſty, ſubmit to take it? Tis, in Effect, 
Swearing, that whatever Arguments ſhall here- 
after be laid before him, and how thoroughly 
ſoever he may be ſatisfied that the Roman Church, 
is corrupt, and idolatrous, and that it is his Duty 
to forſake it, he will, nevertheleſs, continue in it, 
and that he will comply with all her Corruptions 
and Idolatries, in ſpite of all the Convictions he 
may chance to lie under. He. that can ſwallow 
and digeft ſuch an Oath muſt have a hard Con- 
ſcience. For my Part, 1 hold it unlawful for 
any one to Swear, that no ARGUMENT ſhall pre- 
vail upon him to forſake any Church whatever. 
And as well as I am ſatisfied, that the Church of 
England is preferable, upon the whole, to any 


® Pontif. Rom, Ed. Venet. 1561. p. 200. 
C4 other; 
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other; as many Hours as I have ſpent, and 
as much-Pains as I have taken, in examining 
the Arguments, of Romaniſia, and others, againſt 
this Church, and in Favor of their own (which, 
I fancy, are more than moſt of our Converts 
to Popery can pretend to have emploxed that 
Way) and as weak as I think their Argu- 
ments, to be, I would ſooner loſe my Right 
Hand, than lay it upon the Bible, or have my 
Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Mouth, than pro- 
nounce with it a ſolemn Oath, that I would never 
fatter myſelf to be moved BY any ARGUMENT, 
to depart from it “. 
The Idolatries of that Chureh 
P. 231-304. are another Ground of the abſo- 

lute Unlawfulneſs of Communion 
with it. For tho' ſhe does worſhip the true 
God, yet at the ſame Time, ſhe gives divine 
Honors to ſome the meaneſt of his Creatures, 
w hich 1s true Idolatry, 

The Adoration of Images, and of the Cruciſix, 
is an idolatrous Worſhip. They Kiſs and In- 
cenſe them: They ſet up Wax Lights, fall down 
before them, and fay their Prayers, fixing their 


® Since this Treatiſe was written, I have received ſome 
Proof of what I before ſuſpected, that an Oath, probably 
that in the Pontifical before mentioned, is ufed to be te- 
duired of new Converts, A certain young Man, lately 
ſeduced to the Church of Rome, to excuſe, in ſome Mea- 
ſare, his Fault, and to abate the Diſpleaſure of his Fa- 
ther for ſuffering himſelf to be perverted, told him, Ii 
bad not taken the Oath, and never vb. This Relation 1 
had from the Father himſelf; and it plainly ſhews that 
the Oath had been tendered to him, or, at leaff, that he 


koew it was tendered to, and taken by, others, ; 
their 
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their Eyes upon them. Theſe are not the cuſ- 
tomary Expreſſions of civil Honor, but of reli- 
gious. And as to the Crucifix, tis conſecrated 
with Prayers, Hymns are ſung and Supplications 
are made to it. And in the Pontifical (which 
ſurely expreſſes the Senſe of that Church) what 
they call Latria, that is, ſupreme Worſhip, the 
ſame that is due to the Saviour of the World, is 
declared to be due to it. 

The Worſhip of the Hoſt, or conſecrated Wa- 
fer, in the Euchari/t, is another of her Nolatries. 
In the Maſs, when the Prieſt lifts it above his: 
Head, all who are preſent are to fall down, and: 
worſhip it, as they muſt alſo de, when tis carried 
in Proceſſion through the Streets, And this they. 
own is a religious Worſhip. And in Caſe it prove- 
true, that there is no Tranſubſtantiation, no Con- 
verſion of the Elements into the Body and Blood 
of Chrift, here is, as ſome of themſelves confeſa, 
one of the groſſeſt. Idolatries in the World. 

It will not excuſe them to ſay, God with not 
| be offended with their Worſhip of the Hoſt, tho* 
it were ſtill Bread, if they do not take it to be 
Bread, but the Soul, Body, and Divinity of 
Chriſt, If this would excuſe them, it would ex- 
cuſe, perhaps, all the Idolatries in the World. 
For no one, ſurely, worſhips any thing which he 
does not believe to have ſomething of Divinity 
in it. Art leaſt, it will excuſe the old Heathen. 
Worſhipers of the Sun. Fox, they took it not 
anly for a God, but the true and high God; 
which they (poor. Wretches !) might, perhaps, do 
more excuſable, than a Chriſtian can take a 

E. 5. Crumb. 
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Crumb of Bread for our Saviour's glorified Body 
in Heaven. 

The laſt Inſtance of their Idolatry is praying 
to Saints and Angels. Indeed, they pretend, 
they pray to them only to pray for them. But 
I aver this to be abſolutely falſe ; and their pub- 
lick authorized Devotions ſhew it to be ſo ; par · 
ticularly with reſpect to the Virgin Mary, to 
whom if they a> pray ſometimes, that ſhe would 
intercede with God for them, they at other times, 
pray, that ſhe her/e/F would beſtow upon them, 
not only temporal, but ſpiritual and eternal Bleſſ- 
mgs. And they would not dare to deny this, 
but to ſuch Pretefiants, as they believe have none 
of thoſe Prayers by Heart, or are not furniſhed 
with the Books containing them, or have them 
not at hand, whereby they might be confuted 
and confounded. | 

But were it true, that they never h pray to 
the Saints, otherwiſe than by imploring their 
Prayers, it would be ſtill Idolatry, tho? not quite 
ſo foul as the other. Indeed, they pretend to- 
ſay, we may as lawfully pray to them, in Hea- 
ven, to pray for us, as we may aſk a Friend on 
Earth to pray for us. But he muſt be blind who 
eannot fee a Difference between aſting the Pray- 
ers of a Friend, who is preſent with us, or with- 
in the Reach of a Meſſage from us, in ſuch a 
familiar ſocial way as we converſe: and ſpeak to 
one another, about other Matters, and praying 
to a Saint in Heaven, in the mental Way, as Pa- 
piſis ſometimes do, or invoking them in the reli- 


gious Aſſemhlies with all the ſolemn Circumſtan- 
| ces 
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ces with which we call upon God himſelf, they, 
all the while being quite ignorant of what we 
are doing. For the Word of God gives us no 
Reaſon to believe that they do know it. And 
*tis inconceivable how they ſhould ; how the 
Spirit of a mere Man, even in the heavenly, and 
leſs ſtill in the Paradifiaca/ State, wherein, tis 
likely, all the Souls of the Faithful departed yet 
remain, ſhould both heir and anſwer all the 
Prayers that may be put up to it, at the ſame In- 
ſtant, from every Part of the Earth, and probably 
at the Diſtance of many thouſand Times the Di- 
ameter, or Circumference of it. A Worſhip 
ſuppoſing this is not only fooliſh, but idolatrous 
becauſe it plainly attributes to the Perſons wor- 
ſhiped ſuch. an immenſe Power, and unbounded 
Knowledge, as belongs only to God. 

I have yet one thing more to obſerve, that 
tho? the Worſhip of Angels, as well as of Saints, 
is idolatrous, it is not, in ſome Reſpects, quite ſo- 
dangerous. A Man, when he worſhips Angels, 
is ſure that his Worſhip is paid to pure and Holy 
Spirits; but not ſo, when he worſhips repute 
Saints. For the Pope, when he propoſes to ca- 
nonize, or raiſe to the Dignity of a Saint, any 
Perſon, may be miſled by falle and partial Infor- 
mations, or biaſs'd by his own Prejudices, and ſo, 
=_ err in his Judgment concerning the Holi- 
neſs of that Perſon. And that he has often-erred; 
the Roman Calendar, wherein we ſee Rebels, 
Traytors, Cut-throats, plainly ſhews. How 
fearful then muſt be the hazard Papiſis run, 
when they ſay their Prayers to-ſome of their 

C 6 Sa.nts ! 
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Saint! They may then be worſhiping, for any 
thing they know, one of the damned Spirits, 
which is Idolatry of the deepeſt Dye, and next.to 
that of worſhiping the Devil. 
And now, I hope, I have ſhewn, 
P. 304—319. that no Man can live in the Church 
| of Rome without committing Ido- 
latry, and that her Communion is, therefore; 
abſolutely ſinful. And this alone is a ſufficient 
Aniwer to that Charge of Schiſm, which Papiſts 
bring againſt Preteflants. Their Idolatry alone, 
(1 maintain) if we had nothing elſe to ſay for 
ourſelves, will ſufficiently juſtify our Separation. 
This we are taught in.the two following Paſſages 
of Scripture, to name no other. Lietle Children, 
keep yourſelves from Idols, 1 John v. 21. My dtarly 
beloved, flee from ladolatry, 1 Cor. x. 14. For, 
which way would it be poflible for us to flee from 
1rlatry, and to keep ourſelves from Idols, but by 
fleeing, and keeping off from a Church, which 
—_—_— upon us the conſtant Practice and Uſe of 
m. 
But ſuppoſe it were granted there is no Ido- 
latry in that Church, yet no Charge of Schiſm 
can juſtly be grounded upon our withdrawing 


ourſelves from it, It cannot be 1 upon. 
—— ourſelves from under the Obedi- 


ence of the Pope. For as he had no. Authority, 


in Britain for the firſt Six hundred Years, ſo he 
had none that was lawful, afterward, but all was 
Uſurpation, which we might, therefore, lawfully 
ſhake of, when we ſhould ind ourſelves able to 
do it. 

Neither can it be grounded upon our forſak- 


* 


\ 1 


againſt Pop ERY, Ec. 617 
ing the Worſhip of that Church. For every na- 
tional Church having, in itſelf, a Right to make 
Regulations, and reform Abuſes in its publick 
Worſhip, it muſt be the Duty of all its Members 
to ſubmit to ſuch Regulations and Reformations 
as ſhall be made, (not contrary to the Word of 
God) without regarding whether other Churches 
will, or will net, do the ſame. Andi this the. 
Papiſis did do, frequenting our Churches, as 
others did, for the firſt Ten Years. of Queen 
Elizab:th. Who then are the Schiſmaticks, let 
any one judge ; we, who reformed the publick 


Service, as we had Right to do, and did it with 


ſuch Moderation, that Papfts could, and did, many 
Years, comply with it; or they who, at laft, 
withdrew from it, in Obedience to one whom I 
have ſhewn before they were not bound to» 
Kearken to, who. had no lawful Authority in this 
Church, and had been. caſt out of it in a canoni- 
cal Manner. ; 

And this Reaſoning» will be ſtronger, when 
not only one national Church ſhall correct and 
reform, but a Number of ſuch agree together to 
correct and reform, ſuch Corruptions as have 
erept into them. In ſuch a Caſe (and ſuch was 
the Caſe at the Reformation) not the Churches. 
which make ſuch neceſſary Regulations, but thoſe- 
which refuſe to fall in, and comply, with them, 
are the Schiſmaticks, And ſo the Matter is: 
brought to this Iſſue. If the peculiar Doctrines 
of the Roman Church, Tranſubſtantiation, and 
the like, are truly primitive and ſcriptural Doc- 
trines, and if praying of Souls out of Purgatory, 
Invocation of Saints and Angels, c. be really 


a. Scrip- 
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a Scripture Worſhip, then ve are Schiſmaticks. 
But if theſe Doctrines are novel, falſe, and ab- 
furd, and theſe Practices unholy, impious, and 
idolatrous, as we have proved them to be a hun- 
dred Times, then are we fully juſtified in our 
Departure from it. The Schiſm is chargeable 
upon them, and the Guilt of it, how great ſo- 
ever it may be, lies at their Door. 


XR * 
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CONCLUSION... 


ND now, I hope, I have 
A ſaid enough bis bring r 
off from Ns any Papiſt that is not re- 

ſolved to continue in at any rate, and to keep 
any Proteflant, {who is not ſeized with ſome un- 
accountable Inclination to Popery, and reſolved 
to believe whatever ſhall be told in Favour of it, 
or is not corrupted: and ſeduced by ſome worldly 
Intereſt, from ever embracing it. 

— Perhaps, it may be thought, that in a Prote- 
flant Country, there is little Danger of any one's 
turning Papiſt, for any worldly Intereſt. Indeed, 
if Papi were treated here as Proteſlants have 
been, and are at this Day, in ſome Popiſb Coun- 
tries, every one purſuing them like ſo many wild 
Beaſts, or Dogs run mad, and thinking it meri- 
torious to have a Hand in killing them, it might 
be ſo. But in a Country of Liberty, like ours, a 
Man may find his Account in turning from the 
Eſtabliſhed Religion, as well as in turning to it. 
This may plainly be ſeen, if we only obſerve 
how things are carried in moſt of the Neighbour- 
hoods of the great Families of the Roman Religion. 
You may generally ſee them extremely in- 
duſtrious in perverting their Neighbours and De- 
pendants, their Tenants, Workmen, and ſuch of 
their Servants as are Proteflants (as they —_— 
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take Care, for Reaſons that are very plain, ſome 
of them ſhall be) And this they do, not ſo much 
by the Dint and Force of Argument, as by ſerving 
them, or giving them Hopes of ſerving them, in 
ſuch Manner as their ſeveral Wants, Conditions, 
and Occaſions ſhall require ; ſometimes by help- 
ing them out of the Straits they may happen to 
be in, ſometimes by advancing them higher in. 
the Way of Life they are at preſent in, ſometimes 
by affording thoſe of the poorer ſort the Benefit 
of a good Kitchen, and, at other Times, b 
making them ſtated Allowances, at leaſt till fuck 
Time, as by Oaths, or otherwiſe, they have made 
ſure of them, or elſe buying them out-right, at a. 
certain Price. For as there are known Markets 
in which a Man may ſell the Proteflant Religion, ſo 
(as we are told by a learned Prelate*, who does 
not uſe to ſay any thing at random) the Price at 
ac hich be may ſell it, is become almoſt a well known 
Sum. Shame upon thoſe, be they ever ſo great, 
who go about to make ſuch Converſions! And 
Shame alſo upon theſe, be they ever ſo poor and. 
needy, who are ſo converted! They mult be ex- 
tremely ignorant, and without Knowledge, or: 
elſe Wretches void of all Piety and Conſcience, 
and God have Mercy upon them ! Oh, that they 
were wiſe, that they would conſider how ſhame- 
ful a pu it is, offenſive both. to God and Man, 
and how fatal, without Repentance, it may prove 
to them, to pullute themſelves thus for Handfuls of 


* The preſent Biſhop of London's Sermon preached at 
Saliſbury, on the Occaſion of the late Rebellion, p. 15. 
| Barley, 
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Barley, and Pieces of Bread, and, like the profane 
E/au, (ell their Birth-right, their Religion, and 
their Souls, for a Meſs of Pottage * Oh, that they 
had Ears to hear, and would ſuffer to fink into 
their Hearts (for ſuch inſenſible Creatures are not 
like to be moved by any Words of mine) the 
Voice of their great Maſter ¶ Mat. xvi. 26.) What 
it a Man profited, if be ſhould gain the whole World, 


and loſe his own Soul Or what ſhall a Man give 


in Exchange for his Soul? 
But to thoſe whoſe only Deſire is that they 
may be ſaved I hope theſe Papers will prove a 


ſufficient Pre/ervative. This only I will ſay to 


them beyond what I have faid already, that if they 
continue ſtedfaſt in the Proteſtant Profeſſion and 


Church of Exgland, ſubmit to her Rules and Or- 


ders, frequent her Worſhip, partake worthily of 
her Sacraments, embrace her Doctrines, atten- 
tively bearken to her Inſtructions, and frame their 
whole Lives according to them, my Soul for 
theirs they will beſafe: Safer than thoſe of the Ro- 
man Church (tho' I believe thoſe to be ſafeſt) wha 
being born and bred in Popiſh Countries before 
the Reformation, or ſince that Time, in ſuch 
Countries as Spain and Italy, were trained up iy 
Ignorance and Prejudice, and had ſcarce eve 
heard of any other way of Chriflian Religion bey 
ſides their own, or if they have heard of the Pros 
teſtant Religion, never heard of it otherwiſe, than 
under the falſe and frightful Repreſentationg 
wherein their Prieſts and Bigots have ſet it forth 
to them: Much ſafer than thoſe, who alſo being 
born and bred in Popiſh Countries, but more en- 

lightened 
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| lightened, like that of France, and ſurrounded by 
Proteſiants on every fide, would have come to the 

Knowledge of the Truth, if they had not ſhut 

their Eyes againſt it; Safer ſtill than thoſe, who, 

living in Proteflant Countries, ſuch as ours, are 

ſurrounded with ſo much Light, that they cannot 

be altogether, tho' they do ſhut their " fa in- 

ſenſible of it; But infinitely ſafer than thoſe of 
ut, who having been educated Proteflants, and 
lived many Years in the Acknowledgment of the 
Truth, have, nevertheleſs, either through Vanity 
of Temper, Love of Change, or an Indifferency 
about all Religions, or for | Hoke worldly Intereſt, 
without Conſultation and Advice, without taking 
in the Help of their ſpiritual Guides, have precipt- 
tated and thrown themſelves headlong into Popiſh 
Superſtition and I dolatry. In this way of think- 
ing J am ſureI am right. But, leſt my Autho- 
rity ſhould not have Weight enough, I will give 
you a much greater, that of Archbiſhop T:/lot/or, 
J have ſo much Charity (ſays he) and I defire 
« always to have it, as to hope, that a great 
% many in the Roman Church who have lived 
c piouſly, and been almoſt inevitably detained in 
« that Church by the Prejudice of Education, 
« and an invincible Ignorance, will, upon a 
«« peneral Repentance, find Mercy' with God ; 
ce and th their Works ſuffer Loſs, and be burnt, yet 
& they themſelves may eſcape as out of the Fire. But 


4 as for thoſe who have had the Opportunities of 
'« coming to the Knowledge of the Truth, if 


they continue in the Errors of that Church, 
66 Or 
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e or apoſtalize from the Truth, I think their 
Condition ſo far from being ſafe, that there 
* muſt be extraordinary favourable Circumſtan- 
** ces, in their Caſe, to give A Man Hopes of 
* their Salvation“. 


ol 


* See his Sermon om the Hazard of being ſaved in the 

Church of Rome, Archbiſhop Male was in the ſame Sen- 

timents, as may be ſeen in his Commentary on the — 
Catechiſm, p. 20. Ed. 5. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


S weak and ignorant Prote/lants are often 
A urged by Papifts with the following Queſ- 
tions, Pray ⁊ubo Built your Churches * And 

Does nat your own Cretd bear iitng/s to our Church, 


i that Artich, I believe the Holy Catho/ick Garch? 


I will here offer a few things, to expoſe the In- 
8 of the one, and the Scphſry of the 
other. 

To the firſt, I anſwer, that ſome of our Churches 
were built by the old Britons, who were no N 
but real Proteflants, tho they were not, at that 
Time, called ſo, having no more to do with the 
Pope, than we now have, and being utter Stran- 
gers to the peculiar Practices and Doctrines of the 


modern Roman Church. And if, afterwards, more 


were built, it was becauſe more were wanted, 
Chriſtianity having, then, ſpread itſelf further, 
amongſt us; and they. would have been built, 
tho? it had ſpread itſelf without the leaſt Aſſiſtance 


from the Biſhop and Church of Rome, 33 


had never had any footing at all in this Iſland. 
For Churches, or Places for Divine Worſhip, are 
uſed to be built by Men of all Religions, good 
and bad, Heat lens, Fews, Mabometans, and 
Chriſtiaus, and Chriſtians of all Sorts, Ortbodoæ 
and Heretical, Schiſmatical and Catholick, as there 
ts want of, or Occaſion for them. And therefore, 
there is no Arguing, for any Religion, or way of 
Religion, or again/?. any, from the Number or 

Fewneſs 
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Fewneſs, of Churches, which have been built by 
the Profeſſors of it. If that way of Arguing 
ſhould be allowed good for any thing, it will, in 
all likelihood, turn out, a few hundred Years 
hence, againſt the Church of Rome. For as the 
Churches that were built by Papys are now fal- 
ling apace into Decay, we ſhall, hen, have, pro- 
bably very few, but what will have been built by 
Proteſtants, But what then? Will the Proteſtant 
Religion, and Church of Exgland be ever the bet- 
ter, or the Church of Nome, and Roman Catheolick 
Religion, ever the worſe, upon that Account ? 
And will Papi/ts, then, do you think, turn Prote- 
ſtants, upon ſuch a Motive? None, who have any 
Brains, will. And then, ſurely, a Proteſtant mult 
be as brainleſs, if he ever entertains a Thought of 
going over to Popery, becauſe he inked that 
moſt of our Churches were built in thoſe Ages 
when Pypery prevailed here. 

There 1s yet one thing, I would have obſerved, 
before I leave this Subject, that the Manner 
wherein moſt of our Churches rofe, is not much 
for the Credit of the Roman Catholick Religion. 
Moſt of them roſe in thoſe Ages, when almoſt all 
Sanctity was ſuppoſed to conſiſt in building them, 
and ſuch like Works. And fo, Kings and Queens, 
and other preat Perſons, who abounded in 
Wealth, having an eaſy way to attain Saintſhip, 
it is no Wonder that they fell readily into it, 
while thouſands of others, who were much holier 
Perſons, lived and died, without leaving the leaſt 
Odour of Sanity behind them. The Building of 
others was impoſed, as a Penance, upon grievous . 
Offenders, 
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Offenders, in Satisfaction for the Crimes they had 
committed. Others again were built by the Help 
of Indulgences, hawked about the Country, pro- 
miſing all who would contribute thereto the Par- 
don of their Sins. Theſe are the Ways whereby 
we came by moſt of the Churches, while real 
Piety had but a ſmall Share in erecting them. 

Now for their other Queſtion, Does not your 
own Creed bear Witneſs to our Church, in the Article, 
I believe the Holy Catholick Church ? Had the Ar- 
ticle run in the Modern Stile of the Church of 
Rame, I believe the Holy Catholick Apoſtolick 
Roman Church, it would have been full to their 
Purpoſe. But how comes the Catholick Church 
to ſignify only the Roman Church? Catholic ſig- 
niſies Unizver/al, and the Catbolict Church, the 
Univer/al Church? And how a Part, not half, or 
the Catholick, or Univer/al Church, can be TH x 
Catbolick, or Univerſal Church, is as hard to con- 
ceive, as it is, how a Bit of a conſecrated Wafer 
can be the entire Body of Chri/t, when the whole 
Wafer is not a Bit more. . 

. When the Word Catbolict was firſt brought into 
the Creeds, the Church of Rome was of little more 
Account than any other Church. Therefore it 
is unreaſonable, and even ridiculous, to ſuppoſe, 
That Church could be meant to be pointed out, 
and denoted by it. It might, then, ſometimes, 
becalled, A Catholick Church, as other Churches, 
which had preſerved the Catholick or common Faith, 
often were. But THE Catholick Church, exclu- 
ſively of all others, it was never called, till the 


Biſhop of Rome took upon himſelf the Title of 
Catheiich 
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Catholick or Univerſal Biſhop. Then (forſooth) 
the Church of Noms, muſt needs call itſelf the 
Catholick Church, and the Romanifts called them- 
ſelves Catholicks. But what does it-ſignify what 
Name they are pleaſed to call chemſelves by? 
Will it follow that they muſt be what is ſignified. 
by that Name? Proteſtants call themſelves the 
Reformed. Will Papiſts therefore, allow them to 
be ſo? And will they own, for that Reaſon, that 
our Religion is a real Reformation of theirs ? 

In the Third Century, and in the Twelfth 
again, there were a Parcel of Hereticks who called 
themſelves Apoftolici, or the 4poflolicks, Now 
theſe Hereticks might have availed themſelves of 
the Teſtimony of the Nicene Creed, juſt as the 
Papiſis do, in this Queſtion. They might have 
ſaid to the Romani/ts in their Days Does not your 
own Creed direct you to profeſs your Belief of one 
Catholick aposTOLICK Church? That Church now 
is ours, as the Word APposToLIck ſhews. Come 
then into it, and ſtay no longer in that Heretical 
Schiſmatical Church of Rome, you are now in. 
This way of Arguing is exactly the ſame with 
that of the Papiſis, and not a whit more frivolous 
and impertinent. 

What is there now in this Article that can be 
thought to favor the Pretenſions of the Church of 
Rome ? Surely nothing. No; it plainly con- 
demns that Church for confining all Catholiciſm 
to herlelf, and thoſe in Communion with her. 
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A Summary View of the Cox rENTS. 


CHAP. I. | 
Pre, of Papiſts againſt the Proteſiant Religion 
and Church 7 England, removed, pag. 6. 


© H AP. IL 
Prejudices in Favor of the Church of Rome, and Ro- 
man Catholick Religion, removed. Pag. 17. 


CHAP. III. 
Oꝙections of Proteſtants againſt the Church of Rome 
and Roman Catholick Religion, juſt and well 
_ grounded, and ſtrong preſumptive Arguments, that 
1 is very erroneous and corrupt, pag. 35 


CHAP. IV. 

De Hazard of Salvation in the Church of Rome, 
and the abſolute Unlazyfudneſs of Communion 
avith it, by Reaſon.of its Errors and Corruptions, 
aſſerted and maintained. And the Charge of 
Schiſm, brought againſt Proteſtants, for departing 
from the Communion of that Church, fully an- 
Favered and retorted upon the Papiſts themſelves. 
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